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Cooperative Agreement Program 
ODH – Health Assessment Section (HAS) 

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) 

ATSDR federal grant dollars fund ODH HAS    
staff salary and training. 

ODH HAS - ATSDR evaluates environmental data in order to 
determine if there is an exposure to toxic chemicals through 
contact with contaminated water, air, soil and if there is a public 
health threat posed to communities. 
 

The mission of the federal-state partnership is to serve the 
public through responsive public health actions to promote 
healthy and safe environments and  
prevent harmful exposures. 



Who is the ATSDR? 
The ATSDR is a sister agency of the CDC and      
is the principal federal public health agency 
involved with hazardous waste sites, chemical 
exposures and human health issues.  

 

ATSDR’s headquarters are in Atlanta, GA, with    
10 regional offices throughout the nation.  
  Ohio is in Region V (five), Chicago.  



ODH HAS works closely with the 
ATSDR, the U.S. EPA, Ohio EPA, 
local health districts and 
concerned communities                
at hazardous waste sites 
throughout Ohio. 



How do we prevent, mitigate 
(reduce) or eliminate exposures   

to toxic chemicals in the 
environment?  

1. ODH HAS provides technical assistance to 
environmental regulatory agencies and 
communities regarding the toxicology and 
exposure information for a hazardous waste 
site chemicals of concern.  
 



(continued) 

2. ODH HAS determines the presence or absence 
of a “Completed Exposure Pathway,” that 
brings people in physical contact with a sites 
chemicals of concern. * Note the five (5) parts of a 
completed exposure pathway: 1. source 2. transport 3. point of 
exposure 4. route of exposure 5. people who could be exposed 

 
3. If there is a Completed Exposure Pathway, the 

ODH HAS/ATSDR Cooperative Agreement will  
make a determination as to whether the 
exposure poses a public health hazard to 
exposed residents.  

See the Exposure to Toxic Chemicals fact sheet 

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/~/media/ODH/ASSETS/Files/eh/HAS/exposurefactsheet.ashx


(continued) 

4. ODH HAS will typically produce a Public Health 
Assessment or a Health Consultation 
document that focuses on all (or selected) 
chemicals of concern and all (or a single) 
exposure pathway (drinking water, food, soils, sediments, 
indoor and ambient air, etc.) 



ODH HAS Staff 
ODH HAS staff has a diverse background        
and experience in the following areas: 
 

Geology – Hydrogeology 
Environmental Chemistry 
Environmental Sampling (water, air, soil) 
Health Risk Assessment 
Community Involvement 
Health Education  
Epidemiology 
Toxicology 



ODH HAS Services 
ODH HAS staff provides a variety of environ-
mental public health services including: 

 

Exposure Investigations 
Emergency Response 
Public Health Assessments  
Health Consultations 
Technical Assists  
Toxicology 
Community Involvement 
Health Education 

 



Professional Services: 
Exposure Investigations (EI) 

  An exposure investigation (EI) gathers and 
analyzes environmental data from a hazardous 
waste site location and from the communities 
who live close to the site.  
 

  Based upon the review of the environmental 
sampling data gathered from air monitors, 
groundwater and soil samples, ODH HAS 
determines whether a site poses a public 
health threat, or if we need additional data in 
order to be able to make a determination. 



Professional Services:  
Emergency Response (ER) 

  To improve the response to emergencies 
involving exposure to hazardous substances, 
ODH HAS provides health-related support to 
the U.S. EPA, the Ohio EPA and local health 
departments, offering site-specific and 
chemical-specific information to affected 
communities. 
 

  Emergency responses include mercury spills, 
chemical releases from operational facilities 
and chemical spills from accidents. 



Professional Services:  
Community Involvement (CI) 
  CI/HE staff serve as the liaison between the 

scientists (health assessors) that are 
collecting and analyzing the data and the 
community that is affected.  
 

  We provide community-based information 
and serve as a contact for concerned public.   
 

  We work with the U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA to 
develop community-appropriate educational 
materials.  





Professional Services:  
Health Education (HE) 

Health education activities involve working with     
a variety of health agencies and community 
partnerships to incorporate the health concerns of 
the community living near a hazardous waste site.  
Activities include: 

  Develop and provide consistent, understandable fact sheets    
that address the chemicals found at the site. 

  Disseminate materials on the health effects of the toxic 
substances to the community and the physicians and other  
health care providers that serve that community. 

  Provide presentations about site-specific or general 
environmental health issues to the affected communities and 
stakeholders, schools, environmental groups and a variety                 
of health professionals. 









Professional Services: 
Public Health Assessments 

(PHA) 
A Public Health 
Assessment (PHA) 
evaluates data and 
information on the 
release of hazardous 
substances into the 
environment in order  
to assess any current 
or future impact on 
public health.  

 What chemicals were found? 
 How do these chemicals 

affect health? 
 Is there a present or future 

health threat? 
 What actions are 

recommended to protect the 
public? 

 How can ODH/ATSDR help 
the U.S. EPA and Ohio EPA 
best protect public health in 
its cleanup decisions? 
 





Professional Services: 
Health Consultations 

(HC) 
  Public Health Consultations are similar to 

the Public Health Assessment. However, a 
health consultation will usually address 
one specific site-related public health 
concern. A series of health consultations 
may be written for one site.  





PHA’s/HC’s 
PHA’s and HC’s, which are intended to prevent or 
reduce exposure, may lead to recommendations 
for specific actions. Possible actions include:  

 Restricting the use of or replacing water supplies 
 Intensifying environmental sampling (collect additional sampling) 
 Restricting site access  
 Removing contaminated materials 

PHA’s and HC’s may also produce comment 
addressing the plan for a site cleanup. For 
instance, the Ohio or U.S. EPA might design a plan 
that outlines what is to be sampled at a specific 
site. After a review of the plan, ODH HAS may 
request additional sampling and/or request specific 
sampling methods. 



Ohio PHA’s/HC’s 

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/hac/PHA/HCPHA.asp?State=OH


Ohio PHA’s/HC’s 



What the ODH HAS does NOT 
do at a hazardous waste site: 

  We do not look at medical records and patient 
charts. 
 

  We do not go door-to-door and count community 
disease or illness.  
 

  In other words… We do not conduct a health 
study. If the environmental data show people are 
currently being exposed or have been exposed to 
chemicals at levels expected to cause health 
problems, a health study could be recommended 
and conducted by the ATSDR, Division of Health 
Studies (DHS). 



Health Assessment Section  
Ohio Department of Health 
 Bureau of Environmental Health  

 
 Ohio Department of Health 

Bureau of Environmental Health 
Health Assessment Section 
246 N. High Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Phone: (614) 466-1390 
Fax: (614) 466-4556 
Web: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/hlth_as/HAS.aspx  

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/hlth_as/HAS.aspx
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