[image: ]



Office of Health Assurance and Licensing
Nursing Home and Residential Care Facility
Interpretive Guidance 2016 – 1
October, 2016


Subject:  Expedited Initial Licensure Request 

Summary:  Applicants submitting an application for an expedited initial license application should be ready for a survey inspection by the Ohio Department of Health within ten (10) business days of filing all required documentation with the Department.  Applicants should submit a Notice of Readiness for Inspection containing a date of availability for inspection that is no more than ten (10) business days following the date of submission of the Notice of Readiness.  

Issue:  Some applicants requesting expedited surveys are submitting notice of readiness letters with a future date (sometimes several months later) as the date the facility will be ready for inspection.  This is problematic because submission of the notice of readiness itself is one the elements that triggers the statutory requirement for ODH to survey within ten (10) business days.  The department is reviewing the administrative rule to try to alleviate the problem but in the interim, below is a brief discussion and recommendation for applicants to avoid the arrival of surveyors until the facility is in fact, ready to be surveyed.

Discussion:  A home may submit a request for an expedited licensing inspection in a “manner and form” approved by the director and the director shall commence an inspection of the home not later than ten (10) business days after receiving the request. §3721.02(B)(2)(a).   

The “manner and form” is set forth in Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3701-17-03.1 (for nursing homes) and OAC 3701-17-52.1 (for residential care facilities) and requires:
· A completed initial application requesting an expedited licensure inspection submitted not less than sixty days (60) prior to the proposed opening and containing the information set forth in OAC 3701-17-03(B) and (C)(for nursing homes) or OAC 3701-17-52(B) (for residential care facilities);
· An additional fee of $2,250.00;
· Certificate of need (CON) confirmation that all CON requirements are met (for nursing homes only); and
· Notice of readiness for inspection 
Once the department receives all of the above, the department is required to commence an inspection within ten (10) business days.   If an applicant requests an expedited licensure survey and notes in the notice of readiness for inspection, a readiness date that is greater than ten (10) business days after the application is determined to be complete (i.e., all components of the “manner and form” are determined to have been met), the department cannot disregard the requirements of the law and regulations to extend beyond ten (10) business days, the timeframe for surveying the facility. 

Therefore, assuming all documentation and fees have been submitted to the department and CON requirements are met, it is in the applicant’s best interest, if filing for an expedited licensure survey request, to ensure that the submission of the notice of readiness coincides with the applicant’s ability to be ready for a survey inspection within ten (10) business days of submission of the notice of readiness.  

Please note, the initial license application form requests the projected opening date.  The projected date provides the department with guidance for processing the application and setting response dates if a request for information is made by the department.  However, the projected opening date noted on the initial license application it is not equivalent to the notice of readiness required under OAC 3701-17-03.1 and is not used to set the survey date.   
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