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Smoke-Free Workplace Act Impact on Ohioans

A look at the health and economic effects of the smoking ban

WHO: The Ohio Department of Health (ODH)

WHAT: Release of studies that analyze the impact of the Ohio’s Smoke-Free Workplace Act
WHEN: 10 a.m., Thurs., Sept. 1, 2011

WHERE: Statehouse Ladies’ Gallery (across from the Hayes Hearing Room, 114)

WHY: ODH will host a press conference to release a collection of studies that analyze the impact of the
Smoke-Free Workplace Act in Ohio. In November 2006, 58 percent of voters approved the
Smoke-Free Workplace Act, and Ohio became the first Midwestern state and first tobacco-
growing state to institute an indoor smoking ban. This year ODH and its public health partners
looked at several different sources of data to determine the impacts of the law.

ODH Director, Ted Wymyslo, M.D., will present the results of studies that outline how the
smoking ban has impacted the health of Ohioans as well as a look at Ohioans’ attitudes toward
the smoking ban. David Bruckman, from the Cleveland Department of Public Health and Case
Western Reserve University will speak about the trends in heart attack hospitalization rates.
Elizabeth G. Klein*, from The Ohio State University’s College of Public Health analyzed taxable
sales in Ohio bars and restaurants and will present the economic impact of the Smoke-Free
Workplace Act.
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Contact: Tessie Pollock, Ohio Department of Health, Office of Public Affairs 614-644-8562

*Editor’s Note: Ms. Klein will have limited availability for interviews outside of the press conference. You
are encouraged to attend if you would like to discuss the economic study results.
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