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Applications for the next contracting period that   

begins Jan. 1, 2017 will be mailed in July to         

vendors in Region 3-the Southwest quadrant of  

Ohio.  A completed application must be returned to 

the WIC office by Sept. 1, 2016 to be considered for   

the Jan. 1 contracting period.  Once received, please 

review all requirements in the application packet and 

on the ODH website.  If you are a Region 3 vendor 

and do not receive an application packet, please call 

your Vendor Specialist or contact Ohio WIC at 800-282-3435. 

Time for Contracting in 

Region 3 

Submit your WIC EBT Claim File Every 24 Hours   

 

To ensure payment, claim files containing WNC transactions for the previous 24 hour period should be 

submitted to the State of Ohio EBT processing system (Host) every day.  By submitting every day, the 

claim file will contain only transactions that have been processed within forty-eight (48) hours of the 

oldest transaction, unless the State's host was not functioning during this period.   

Connecting with the State Host will not only help to ensure timely payment for WIC transactions at your 

store, but will also keep your system up-to-date with the most current additions to the UPC database and 

WNCs that are added to the Hot Card List due to being reported lost or stolen.  

Pharmacy Vendors 

If you have contracted with Ohio WIC as a Pharmacy, and have only a Pharmacy contract rather than a Retail 

contract, then your store/pharmacy is authorized only for formula transactions.  Pharmacies that redeem food 

items will not be paid for those transactions.  
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We invite you to join in a voluntary effort to help fight birth defects and infant mortality.  You can help by posting 

one or more of the signs shown in this newsletter advising women not to drink alcohol during pregnancy. 

Ohio’s infant mortality rate is among the highest in the U.S. at 7.4 per 1,000 live births in 2013; 1,024 infants in 

Ohio died before their first birthday in 2013!  The three leading clinical causes of infant death are prematurity due 

to preterm birth (babies born too early), birth defects and sleep-related deaths. 

Drinking alcohol during pregnancy can cause Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD).  FASD refers to the 

whole range of effects that can happen to a person whose mother drank alcohol during pregnancy.  These           

conditions can affect each person in different ways, and can include premature birth, birth defects, brain damage 

and risk of sudden infant death syndrome.   

The signs may be posted in stores where alcoholic beverages are sold.  You can order any of the signs featured on 

the next page at the following Survey Monkey site:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PHFPWV3 
 

For additional information on FASD, please see the following article. 

FASDs are caused by a woman drinking alcohol during pregnancy.  Alcohol in the mother’s blood passes to the 

baby through the umbilical cord.  When a woman drinks alcohol, so does her baby. 

There is no known safe amount of alcohol during pregnancy or when trying to get pregnant.  There is also no safe 

time to drink during pregnancy.  Alcohol can cause problems for a developing baby throughout pregnancy,         

including before a woman knows she’s pregnant.  All types of alcohol are equally harmful, including all wines and 

beer. 

FASD is an irreversible, lifelong condition that can become apparent at any time during childhood.  It affects every 

aspect of a child’s life and the lives of the child’s family. 

To prevent FASDs, a woman should not drink alcohol while she is pregnant, or when she might get pregnant.  This 

is because a woman could get pregnant and not know for up to four to six weeks.  

If a woman is drinking alcohol during pregnancy, it is never too late to stop drinking.  Brain growth takes place 

throughout pregnancy, meaning the sooner a woman stops drinking the safer it will be for her and her baby.  

FASDs refer to the whole range of effects that can happen to a person whose mother drank alcohol during       

pregnancy.  These conditions can affect each person in different ways, and can range from mild to severe. 

The cost factor of raising a child with an FASD is significant.  The lifetime cost for one individual with Fetal      

Alcohol Syndrome (FAS), which represents the most involved end of the FASD spectrum, in 2002 was estimated 

to be $2 million.  This is an average for people with FAS and does not include data on people with other FASDs. 

People with severe problems, such as profound intellectual disability, have much higher costs.  It is estimated that 

the cost to the United States for FAS alone is over $4 billion annually. 

(Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website: http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/fasd/facts.html ) 

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PHFPWV3
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Pregnancy Signs 
You can join in helping fight birth defects and infant mortality by ordering and posting one or more of the   

following signs in your store.  Your order may be placed at the following Survey Monkey site:                             

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PHFPWV3 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PHFPWV3
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Minimum Stocking Requirements 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

One of your responsibilities as an authorized WIC 

vendor is to maintain a minimum quantity of           

authorized WIC food items at all times.  The minimum 

stocking requirements are based on the number of cash 

registers that are in your store.  It is your responsibility 

to understand the minimum stocking requirements and 

to ensure that your store is in compliance.  Your 

store’s compliance with this requirement is monitored 

by unannounced visits.  Failure to comply can          

result in warnings and eventual disqualification as a 

WIC authorized vendor.  Additional information     

regarding minimum stocking and other requirements 

can be found on the ODH website.  


