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Elimination of Trauma Center Reporting

The Ohio Department of Health is requesting the elimination
of duplicative trauma center reporting. Ohio Revised Code
3701.072 results in duplicative work and provides no actual
benefit to the residents of Ohio.

There are 246 hospitals in Ohio. Of those, 45 are trauma
centers, which are hospitals equipped to provide
comprehensive emergency medical services to patients
suffering traumatic injuries. Under current law (ORC
3701.072), trauma centers in Ohio submit emergency
response plans, agreements, exercise documentation, and
facility information, such as the number of registered beds,
to ODH on an annual basis.

Ohio is split into seven regional health associations by the
Department of Homeland Security for the purpose of health
preparedness. The information that trauma centers submit to
ODH is also collected by the health association for each
region, as required by grants funded through the ODH
Healthcare Preparedness Program. In addition, much of the
same information is collected by the Joint Commission,
which accredits and certifies more than 19,000 health care
organizations and programs in the United States.

7 Regional Health Associations

Eliminating
Duplicative Work

ODH already has
ready access to all the
trauma center
information under
discussion, either in
real-time reporting
through SurgeNet or
through ODH'’s
ongoing collaboration
with the regional
associations.
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Support of Key Partners Involved in Trauma Center Reporting

information that is most likely to
change and most important to keep
up-to-date, such as the registered
number of beds a trauma center has,
is collected by ODH in real time
through a separate, secure database
called SurgeNet.

The information that the seven regional health associations collect from trauma centers
is more comprehensive than what ODH currently collects, per the statute. The
associations unanimously support the elimination of ORC 3701.072.
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