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Ohioans Now Have More Access to Comprehensive Primary Health Care 
PCMH Model of Care in Ohio Surpasses the 300th Practice Milestone 

 
COLUMBUS—The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) today announced that Ohio now has more than 300 
nationally recognized patient-centered medical home (PCMH) practices delivering primary health care services 
across the state.  The PCMH care model is one that facilitates partnerships between individual patients and their 
personal healthcare providers and, when appropriate, the patient’s family.  In collaboration with key partners, the 
state health agency is leading a statewide expansion of PCMHs in order to improve health outcomes, enhance the 
patient experience and to ensure healthcare in Ohio is affordable.     
 
“From day one improving primary care has been a guiding principle of the Kasich Administration,” said Greg 
Moody, director of the Governor’s Office of Health Transformation. “Increasing access to patient-centered 
medical homes statewide will help transform primary care from a system that reacts after someone gets sick to 
one that helps keep people as healthy as possible.”     
 
At the core of the PCMH approach is a personal primary care provider who coordinates and integrates a person’s 
overall medical care.  The model also incorporates safe and high quality care, enhanced access to care and 
payment that recognizes the added value that patients receive in a PCMH model.  Care is managed using modern 
tools such as registries, information technology, health information exchanges and other means to assure that 
patients get the appropriate care when and where they need and want it.   
 
“Studies show that adults who have an established relationship with a primary care provider had 33 percent lower 
costs of care, and better chronic disease management,” said ODH Director Ted Wymyslo, M.D.  “The movement 
toward patient-centered medical homes builds and improves on current primary care models and gives patients 
more control over their health care needs.  The ultimate goal is better total health, better health care, and cost 
savings through improvement.” 
 
The state began tracking the number of PCMHs in June of 2012, when there were 157 sites in operation 
throughout the state.   At this time last year (October 2012), there were 180; now there are 314.  Each of the sites 
have been recognized or accredited by several of the top national accrediting bodies.    
 
“It’s great for Ohio to have so many accredited patient-centered medical homes,” said Robert L. Hunter, DO, 
president of the Ohio Osteopathic Association, a professional organization that represents more than 4,000 
osteopathic physicians (DOs) in Ohio. “The PCMH model is transforming health care by focusing on prevention, 
better outcomes, and management of disease.” 
 
A key partner with the state in its PCMH expansion efforts is the Ohio Patient-Centered Primary Care 
Collaborative (OPCPCC), a coalition of primary care providers, insurers, employers, consumer advocates, 
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government officials and public health professionals.  The group was formed to create a more effective and 
efficient model of health care delivery in Ohio and to provide a forum for health care stakeholders to 
communicate freely and work together.   

 
“This innovative approach of coordinating patient care with a team of providers led by the physician holds 
tremendous promise for delivering high quality healthcare at lower costs,” said Neal J. Nesbitt, MD, Ohio State 
Medical Association president.   We also believe this approach will help improve doctor-patient communication 
and assure that patients have a better experience navigating the complexities of the healthcare system.” 

 
 

### 
 
For more information on the PCMH model of care and provider locations, visit the ODH website at 
www.odh.ohio.gov/pcmh 
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