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Context / Background – Information that helps to characterize the incident (population affected - e.g. estimated number of persons exposed and number of persons ill; location - e.g. setting or venue; geographical area(s) involved; suspected or known etiology).
Initiation of Investigation – Information regarding receipt of notification and initiation of the investigation (date and time initial notification was received by the agency; date and time investigation was initiated by the agency).
Investigation Methods – Epidemiological or other investigative methods employed (initial investigative activity - e.g. verified laboratory results; data collection and analysis methods - e.g. case-finding, cohort/case-control studies, environmental; tools that were relevant to the investigation - e.g. epidemic curves, attack rate tables, and questionnaires; case definitions - as applicable; exposure assessments and classification; review of reports developed by first responders, lab testing of environmental media, reviews of environmental testing records, industrial hygiene assessments, questionnaires).
Investigation Findings/Results – All pertinent investigation results (epidemiological results; laboratory results; clinical results; other analytic findings). Be sure to include: number of cases, age range, onset date range, percentage ill by gender, number hospitalized, and number of deaths.
Discussion and/or Conclusions – Analysis and interpretation of the investigation results and/or any conclusions drawn as a result of performing the investigation (in certain instances, a conclusions section without a discussion section may be sufficient).
Recommendations for Controlling Disease and/or Preventing/Mitigating Exposure – Specific control measures or other interventions recommended for controlling the spread of disease or preventing future outbreaks and/or for preventing/mitigating the effects of an acute environmental exposure.
Key investigators and/or report authors – Names and titles are critical to ensure that lines of communication with partners, clinicians, and other stakeholders can be established.
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