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Whirling Disease (Myxobolus Cerebalis) 
 
 

DISEASE IN ANIMALS 
 
Whirling disease is a parasitic disease of salmonid fish (trout, salmon, and whitefish). The parasite 
affects nerves and cause cartilage damage which results in the outward signs of whirling disease. 
In older fish, signs may include deformities to the head or body.  
 
Reporting: This is a reportable animal disease in Ohio and all suspected cases must be reported 
to the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), Division of Animal Industry at (614) 728-6220 or 
(800) 300-9755 or the USDA APHIS Veterinary Services at (614) 856-4735 or (800) 536-7593. 
 

DISEASE IN HUMANS 
None. This is not a zoonosis. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
 

Reportable Animal Diseases in Ohio 
ODA Division of Animal Industry 
OAC Chapter 901:1-21 Dangerously Contagious or Infectious and Reportable Diseases  
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service  
 

Disease in Animals 
ODA Division of Animal Industry 
Montana Water Center Whirling Disease Initiative 
 

http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/animal
http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/901%3A1-21
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/index.shtml
http://www.ohioagriculture.gov/animal
http://whirlingdisease.montana.edu/about/faq.htm
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