Performance Measure 11: The percent of mothers who breastfeed their infants at 6 months of age.

Last Year’s Accomplishments

The target for FFY 2007 was that 34 percent of mothers would be breastfeeding their infants at age 6
months. The actual percent was xx (data not yet available). Ohio has/has not met its target.

A. Become a member of the statewide Ohio breastfeeding committee.

Accomplishments are ongoing. Two statewide coalitions are forming and efforts to combine them
have failed. One invited the ODH director to appoint a representative to their steering committee.
The MCH block grant director was chosen.

B. Explore the feasibility of hiring a state breastfeeding (BF) coordinator for activities with non-WIC
eligible populations.

Accomplishments are ongoing. Resources were not secured for a hired position. ODH will apply in
FY08 for a CDC Public Health Prevention Service Fellow to address improvement of BF rates in Ohio.

C. Explore opportunities to reach hospitals and hospital-based health care providers through the DFCHS
funded Regional Perinatal Centers (RPC)

Accomplishments are incomplete & priorities have changed. ODH's RPC coordinator position was
vacant. One region did focus on improving BF.

D. Partner with Ounce of Prevention (an Ohio program that provides training and materials for
physicians to prevent childhood obesity) to enhance BF protection, promotion, and support through
that program

Accomplishments are ongoing. Materials were not revised in FY07-08 so there was no opportunity
to fulfill this strategy. Updates are planned in the coming year and efforts will be made to improve
the BF content.

E. Recruit outside partners into the BF workgroup
Accomplishments are complete. Members have joined for FYO8 from 1) the Ohio BF Coalition
steering committee and 2) the Ohio Community Health Workers Association. The ODH Ohio Infant
Mortality Reduction Initiative (OIMRI) coordinator was recruited to assist with FY07-08

collaboration. A member from ODH's Healthy Ohio was recruited but declined to join.

F. Put products that were finished through past DFCHS BF committee work on the ODH website



Accomplishments are ongoing. The term "breastfeeding" in the ODH website A-Z list was secured.
Two previously adopted policy statements are undergoing approval for posting.

G. Use results of DFCHS survey to identify a program in which to enhance BF protection, promotion and
support. Begin working with that area to strengthen protection, promotion and support of BF, including
training of staff and health care providers within that program

Accomplishments completed. Survey data were entered & analyzed. OIMRI was chosen because of
its 1) focus on African American mothers, who have lower BF rates than white mothers in OH, 2)
staff interest in enhancing BF efforts, and 3) intensive & ongoing relationship with mothers, which
provides opportunities to impact mothers' decisions to initiate and to support mothers to continue
BF. Information sharing has begun, the OIMRI coordinator joined the workgroup, and 2007-8
strategies include OIMRI collaboration.

H. Analyze and report data on mother's perceptions of maternity care practices related to BF in Ohio

Priorities have changed. This strategy wasn't begun and maternity leave which made the
epidemiologist unavailable.

I. Learn about the ODH Division of Quality Assurance's role in licensing maternity units. Assess if there is
an opportunity to strengthen positive maternity care practices

Accomplishments are ongoing. Ohio's legislation to licenses maternity units must be rewritten in
FY08. Draft legislation calls for rules to be written by a committee appointed by the governor. Input
from the workgroup ensured that the draft legislation includes an IBCLC required for committee
membership. The workgroup continues to monitor the legislation.

J. Work with D. Martz in the Office of the Director to strengthen BF training among public health (PH)
nurses in local health departments

Accomplishments are ongoing. WIC BF trainings were opened to PH nurses. PH nurses got
announcements for trainings and information on obtaining BF literature for clients. Resources
weren't identified for additional trainings.

K. Development of statewide plan for addressing childhood overweight.

Accomplishments are ongoing. By Sept. 07 a draft plan was produced by a committee including
members of this workgroup. It included BF strategies related to social marketing, healthcare,
communities and businesses, and ODH programs. The plan is being finalized & a budget prepared
for the next 2 years. A grant for federal funding is being prepared.



