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PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING A FLUORIDE ANALYSIS 
OF A WATER SAMPLE 

 
 
Laboratory services are available through the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Consumer Analytical 
Laboratory to determine the fluoride content of water samples taken from privately owned wells or other 
private water sources. 
 
A LABORATORY HANDLING FEE OF $18.00 WILL BE ASSESSED FOR EVERY SAMPLE ANALYZED. 
 
Dentists, physicians, or individuals can obtain the fluoride sample bottles and the necessary identification 
forms directly from: 
 

Ohio Department of Agriculture 
Consumer Analytical Laboratory 
8995 E. Main Street, Building 3 

Reynoldsburg, OH  43068 
614-728-6230 

 
The four ounce bottles may be ordered one at a time or in boxes of one dozen if the health professional or 
health agency anticipates frequent requests for fluoride analyses (some physicians and dentists offer this 
service to all interested patients). 
 

The individual performs the sampling procedure as follows: 
 

1. Rinse the sample bottle. 
 

2. Run cool water from the tap for about 30-60 seconds. 
 

3. Fill the bottle 2/3 full from the tap and then close tightly.  (Persons with water 
softeners may have separate taps for softened and unsoftened water, so it is 
necessary that the sample be drawn from the drinking/cooking water source.) 

 
4. Fill out the enclosed identification form to indicate name, date, place where sample 

was taken. 
 

5. Use black ink to complete forms. 
 

6. The Lab must receive the sample within one week of collection. 
 

7. The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s Consumer Analytical Laboratory provides an 
analytical service only.  Contact your physician, dentist or the Bureau of Oral Health 
Services for interpretation. 
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Enclose the sample and the sample submission form in a pre-addressed cardboard cylinder.  Samples 
mailed via the U. S. Postal Service and bulk samples sent by United Parcel Service should be addressed to: 
 

Ohio Department of Agriculture 
Consumer Analytical Laboratory 
8995 E. Main Street, Building 3 

Reynoldsburg, OH  43068 
 
The shipment must include the name and address of the person whose water is being analyzed and the 
name and address of the dentist, physician, or agency requesting the analysis, if applicable.  Please indicate 
whether the results are to be sent to the individual, his/her dentist or physician, or the agency.  If payment is 
not submitted with the sample, a $10.00 Invoice Fee will be added to the $18.00 laboratory charge. 
 
The sample will be analyzed and the result and invoice for this service will be mailed or faxed to the party 
who receives the results.  The results will normally be expressed in parts fluoride per million parts of water 
(ppm) or milligrams per liter of water (mg/l).  It is important to remember that the optimum fluoride level for 
the proper development of bones and teeth is one part fluoride per million parts of water or one milligram of 
fluoride per liter of water. 
  
It may also be possible to have an analysis performed by staff at a local water plant that has a laboratory 
certified to run fluoride tests.  There may or may not be a handling fee involved.  While water plant 
laboratories are not staffed to furnish the service for all property owners, they may try to accommodate 
individual requests on a first come, first served basis to the extent that their resources permit. It is 
recommended that you check your local telephone listings for the water treatment plant nearest you. Another 
way to obtain this information is to contact your district office of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 
  
Your interest in fluoridation is appreciated and we are pleased to be able to assist you and your community 
in obtaining the preventive health benefits of fluoride. 
 
 
 
 

For further information please contact: 
 
Ohio Department of Health 
Bureau of Oral Health Services 
P. O. Box 118 
Columbus, OH  43216-0118 
(614) 466-4180 
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