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Discussion Points 

• What is the HOME? 

• Why do we use  the HOME? 

• When do we use the HOME? 

• What does the HOME measure? 

• How do we use the HOME? 

• How do we score the HOME? 

• How do we interpret the HOME? 

• How do we add the HOME into Early Track? 

• HOME Training 

 

 



What is the Home Observation for 
Measurement of the Environment? 

 The Home Observation for Measurement of the Environment 
(HOME) Inventory (Caldwell, & Bradley, 1984, 2003) is 
designed to measure the quality and quantity of stimulation 
and support available to a child in their home environment.  



Why do we use the HOME? 

 

• To describe children’s family environment as it relates to 
their developmental outcomes or to interventions which 
have been implemented. 



When do we use the HOME? 
• Child must be 6 months or older to use the HOME 

• If a child is under 6 months of age at enrollment, the tool 
must be administered when the child turns 6 months. 

• Current Rules:   
• Initially due 60 days after program referral 

• 365 days after previous administration of tool. 

• After JANUARY 15, 2015 with the new rules: 
• Initially due 60 days after determination of program eligibility 

• 365 days after previous administration of tool. 
 



What does the HOME measure? 

1) Parental Responsivity 

2) Acceptance of Child 

3) Organization of the Environment 

4) Learning Materials 

5) Parental Involvement 

6) Variety in Experience. 



What does the HOME measure? 

• Questions 1-11 

– Emotional and 
verbal responsivity 
of the primary 
caregiver  

       

The communication and 
affective interaction 
between the caregiver 
and the child 

  



What does the HOME measure? 

• Questions 12-19 

– Avoidance of restriction 
and punishment 

How the adult disciplines 
the child 
  



What does the HOME measure? 

• Questions 20-25 

– Organization of the 
physical and temporal 
environment 

How the child’s time is 
organized outside the 
family house. What the 
child’s personal space 
looks like. 
  



What does the HOME measure? 

• Questions 26-34 

– Provision of appropriate 
play materials 

Presence of several types 
of toys available to the 
child appropriate for his 
age 

  



What does the HOME measure? 
 

• Questions 35-40 

– Parental involvement 
with the child 

How the adult interacts 
physically with the child 

  



What does the HOME measure? 

• Questions 41-45 

– Opportunities for variety 
in daily stimulation  

The way the child’s daily 
routine is designed to 
incorporate social 
meetings with people 
other than the mother. 



How do we use the HOME? 

• The procedure is a low-key semi-structured observation and 
interview done so as to minimize intrusiveness and allow 
family members to act normally.  

• Throughout the course of the visit observations of 
parent/child interaction and discussions with the parent 
about objects, events, and transactions that occur are probed 
and interpreted from the child’s point of view.  

• The intent is to understand the child’s opportunities and 
experiences. 



How do we use the HOME? 

• Completed in the child’s home with the caregiver IN the 
Home in which the child lives 

• CHILD MUST BE PRESENT AND AWAKE 

• Other family members may be present, but not necessary 

• 45 items are scored with either a + (yes; available in the 
home) or – (no; not available in the home) 

• Each item is identified with and O (observation), I (interview), 
or E (either) and should be measured using the identified 
method. 



How do we score the HOME? 
• Decisions about scoring are made from the child’s point of 

view. 

• Stick to the content of each area   
•  grocery store does not = department store 

• Eye hand toys for 6 month old does not = eye hand toys for 18 month 
old 

• The number of + marks on the record form for each subscale 
is added to get the total score.  





How do we interpret the HOME? 

• Compare the actual scores to the Median Scores of 
the tool. 

• If the Actual Score is LOWER than the Median Score 
then that subscale should be discussed with the 
family and used to guide curriculum and family 
goals and outcomes. 

 





How do we add the score of the HOME into 
Early Track? 





HOME Training 

Ohio Train 
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