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Dear Tracy,

I am pleased to provide my enthusiastic support for the Ohio Department of Job and F amily Services’
proposal in response to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services request for applications for the
CHIPRA Quality Demonstration Grants. The Ohio proposal describes an excellent model that will establish
and evaluate a national quality system for children’s health care which encompasses care provided through
the Medicaid program and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

The Ohio proposal aims to significantly and measurably improve care and outcomes for children in Ohio who are
covered by Medicaid through working at multiple levels of the health care system to provide integrated systems
and continuity that address children’s and families’ needs across the pediatric lifespan. The proposed model
utilizes an existing infrastructure of networks within Ohio--the children’s hospitals, perinatal providers, successful
collaborative efforts involving primary care practices—and involves state agencies, professional organizations,
family advocacy groups, and researchers affiliated with state universities and children’s hospitals. Through the
systematic application of improvement science methods, this statewide collaboration seeks to achieve best in nation
results for birth outcomes, developmental trajectories, and safe hospital care for children. And, as mandated in the
CHIPRA legislation, the proposal also involves experimentation and evaluation of several promising ideas to
improve the quality of children’s healthcare and demonstrate improved outcomes.

In these challenging economic times, 1 gladly support any effort to find alternative revenue sources to help
achieve state and agency policy goals, particularly those that positively affect the health and well being of
Ohio’s children. I also support the use of existing and proven resources to build networks that combine
knowledge and experience with new and innovative ideas. The Office of Budget and Management stands
firmly behind this effort and will provide whatever assistance it can to ensure its success.

You have assembled a group that has the skills, experience, passion, and dedication to work effectively to
measurably improve care and outcomes for children and families. I strongly recommend the vision that your
group has developed and believe it will build capacity and capability to ensure quality healthcare and
outcomes for children covered by Medicaid in Ohio. You have my strong support.

Sincerely,

Ohio Office of Budget & Management
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