
The OAHP began as an internal Adolescent Health Advisory Council (Council) to the Ohio

Department of Health’s (ODH) Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Program.  Originally it was

comprised of primarily physicians throughout Ohio identified with adolescent health expertise.

In this role, the Council provided guidance to the MCH program on adolescent health related

programs.

In 2009, the ODH MCH Program participated in a project with the Association of Maternal and

Child Health Programs (AMCHP) to focus on pre-conception health in Ohio.  As part of that

project, the MCH program launched a Stakeholders Survey to assess critical adolescent health

issues in Ohio. As a result of that project and the survey, it became clear that there was a need for

a broader expert body to help prioritize critical adolescent health issues based on the needs of

Ohio’s adolescents as well as the services, systems, and providers that interact with them.  In

November 2010, the MCH Program’s Adolescent Health Advisory Council was re-launched to

include local and state stakeholder agencies and organizations, as well as individuals with

expertise in adolescent health. The advisory council was later was renamed the Ohio Adolescent

Health Partnership to reflect its expanded purpose of providing statewide leadership in

addressing adolescent health issues beyond the advisory role to the MCH program.   

The OAHP would like to acknowledge and thank the State Adolescent Health Resource Center

and specifically Rena Large, for their substantial contribution in providing technical assistance

and support in the development of the OAHP and creation of this plan.  Their expertise in

adolescent health, guidance and time has been greatly appreciated.

The following organizational representatives and individuals contributed to the development of

this strategic plan and are founding members of the Ohio Adolescent Health Partnership: 


