
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have questions or require additional 
information, please contact the  

ODH Asthma Program at  
(614) 728-3620 or Asthma@odh.ohio.gov  

Ohio Department of 

Health Asthma Program 

OSSA data in action 

Ohio Department of Health 

 

Additional Resources 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Asthma Data, Statistics, and Surveillance 
www.cdc.gov/asthma/asthmadata.htm 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 
(BRFSS) & Asthma Call-Back Survey 
www.cdc.gov/brfss/   

Ohio Department of Health Interactive Data 
Warehouse 
publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog   

Ohio Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS) 
www.healthy.ohio.gov/healthylife/tobc2/tobdata.aspx    

Ohio Medicaid Assessment Survey (OMAS) 
http://grc.osu.edu/omas/  

School Health Profiles 
http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/profiles/index.htm  

In response to OSSA data showing that 
persons with low incomes and low educational 
attainment are among those with the highest 
asthma burdens in Ohio, the ODH Asthma 
Program has placed priority on conducting 
asthma interventions in areas of high poverty.  

For example, radio spots for asthma 
awareness have been targeted to the dense 
urban areas of Dayton and Cleveland and the 
poverty-stricken Appalachian region of 

Southeastern Ohio.  

OSSA data showing that both young (<5 
years) and school-age children, especially in 
poor areas, have high asthma prevalence and 
morbidity relative to adults, prompted the 
Asthma Program to launch the Home and 
School Asthma Initiatives. ODHAP’s Home 
Asthma Initiative strategy included specific 
efforts to target low-income families in 
Lawrence County, which at the time of 
program implementation had the highest child 
asthma burden in the state. 

 

If you have used OSSA data or reports, 
please share your experiences with the 
ODH Asthma Program – we appreciate 
hearing how OSSA data are being used! 

The ODH Asthma Program always seeks 
to produce reports and other data 
products that are useful for our 
stakeholders. If you have suggestions for 
future OSSA data products or other 
improvements, please contact us via the 
email or phone number below. 

Estimated Child Asthma Prevalence   
Ohio Family Health Survey (OFHS), 2010.  
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What is asthma surveillance? 

Asthma surveillance is the ongoing 

collection, analysis, and interpretation of 
asthma-related data. The Ohio 

Surveillance System for Asthma (OSSA) is 

a repository of Ohio asthma data 
resources established by Ohio Department 

of Health to inform its programs and serve 
as a resource for others.  

OSSA provides access to high quality 

population-based data on asthma 
morbidity, mortality, risk factors and 

disease management for: 

 Monitoring asthma occurrence and 

trends, and describing the physical and 

economic burden of asthma in Ohio  

 Identifying high-risk populations for 

asthma in Ohio  

 Planning and evaluating interventions 

and programs to control the burden of 

asthma  

Asthma Surveillance Pyramid: Types of data 
used to describe the burden of asthma in Ohio. 

Ohio Surveillance System for Asthma (OSSA) 

How are asthma surveillance 
data used? 

Asthma surveillance data are used to:  

 Direct and inform ODH Asthma 
Program activities  

 Demonstrate program effectiveness and 
ensure accountability  

 Engage stakeholders, legislators and 
decision makers  

 Inform policy development 

 Provide the public with information 
about asthma 

 Monitor progress toward reducing 
health disparities in Ohio 

OSSA data also allow the Ohio Asthma 

Program to compare its core asthma 
indicators with other states, as well as 

with benchmarks from national 
surveillance systems. 

 

What types of data are available 
through OSSA? 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System (BRFSS) & Asthma Call-Back 

Survey (ACBS) 
 Phone-based survey; annual state- and regional-

level estimates 
 Adult/child current and lifetime asthma 

prevalence 
 Asthma symptoms, self-management education, 

clinical care/medication use, and access to care 

Ohio Hospital Association’s (OHA) 
Clinical-Financial Database  
 Hospital-reported discharges; annual state- 

regional and county-level data 

 Asthma-related inpatient & emergency 
department visits, length of stay, insurance 
status/type 

ODH Vital Statistics  
 Death certificate information; ongoing state- 

regional and county-level data 

 Asthma-related deaths 

Ohio Youth Tobacco Survey (OYTS) 
 School-based survey of middle/high school 

students; biennial state-level estimates 
 Middle/high school student smoking prevalence, 

secondhand smoke exposure 

Ohio Medicaid Assessment Survey  
 Periodic phone-based survey; state- and regional 

estimates; formerly Ohio Family Health Survey 

 Child asthma status, access to care and health 
determinant characteristics  

School Health Profiles 
 School-based survey of middle/high school 

principals and health educators; biannual state-
level estimates 

 School asthma policies, asthma management 
activities, staff training and health referrals 

 

ODH Asthma Program reports and 

factsheets produced using OSSA data 

are available at the link below. Key 

publications include: 

 Burden of Asthma in Ohio 

 Asthma Hospital Discharge Report 

 Asthma Deaths in Ohio 

 Asthma Disparities in Ohio 

 Childhood Asthma in Ohio  

 Asthma Local Profiles 

 

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/chss/asthma/asthdata/data.aspx 


