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Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children,
1999-2001

Key Findings

All Ohio

e More than one in 10 Ohio residents (1.25 million) were without health insurance
coverage in 2001. Ohio’s uninsured rate increased significantly from 10 percent in
1999 to 11 percent in 2001.

e The uninsured rate for Ohio has remained below the national average due to a higher
rate of job-based coverage. In 2001, more than two-thirds (70 percent) of Ohioans
had job-based coverage, about one-quarter (24 percent) had government coverage
and 8 percent directly purchased insurance. Ohio’s coverage rates were close to the
average for Midwestern states.

Adults

e From 1999 to 2001, the number of Ohio adults reported to be uninsured for the
entire year increased from about 900,000 to more than 1 million.

e The percentage of Ohio adults without coverage increased from 13 percent in 1999
to 15 percent in 2001. This increase was due to a decline in job-based coverage

Adults by Income, Race, Age Group, Gender and Urbanization

e Nearly one-third (32 percent) of low-income adults under age 65 were uninsured in
2001. Only about one-third (35 percent) of these adults had job-based coverage.

e Nearly one-fourth (23 percent) of black adults under age 65 were uninsured in 2001,
compared to 13 percent of white non-elderly adults. Black adults were much less
likely to have job-based coverage, but more likely to be insured by Medicaid.

e Nearly three-quarters (73 percent) of uninsured adults were under age 45, and
about half (49 percent) were between the ages of 18 and 34. One-fourth (25
percent) of adults under age 25 were without coverage in 2001.

e From 1999 to 2001, the uninsured rate for non-elderly men increased significantly
due to erosion of job-based coverage, while the rate for women did not change.

e In 1999 and 2001, one-fifth (20 percent) of Ohio adults under age 65 who lived in
central city areas were uninsured. Central city residents were less likely to have job-
based coverage compared to adults in other urban and rural areas.

Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children, 1999-2001 1



Adults by Health Status, Work Status, Educational Attainment and Marital Status

e The percentage of uninsured adults who reported poor or fair health decreased from
17 percent in 1999 to 10 percent in 2001. From 1999 to 2001, the uninsured rate
for adults in poor or fair health declined from 20 percent to 15 percent, while the
uninsured rate for adults reporting good to excellent health increased significantly.

e In 2001, 86 percent of uninsured adults lived in a family with at least one worker.

e The uninsured rate for adults under age 65 with no high school diploma increased
from 25 percent in 1999 to 33 percent in 2001. One-quarter (25 percent) of
uninsured adults had no high school diploma in 2001.

e Nearly half (46 percent) of uninsured Ohio adults had never been married, and
nearly one-fourth (23 percent) were divorced, separated or widowed. About one-
fourth of unmarried adults under age 65 were uninsured in 2001, compared to 8
percent of their married counterparts.

Adult Workers Ages 18 to 64 by Income and Age Group

e One-third (34 percent) of low-income workers were uninsured, and only one of three
low-income workers (33 percent) had coverage through their work.

e |In 2001, most uninsured workers (58 percent) lived in families with income of more
than 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. Nearly one-half million Ohio workers
from middle-income and high-income families were uninsured in 2001.

e The uninsured rate for adult workers under age 25 increased from 20 percent in
1999 to 25 percent in 2001. The percentage of workers under age 25 who were
covered through their work declined from 31 percent to 21 percent.

Adult Workers Ages 18 to 64 by Employment Characteristics

e More than one-fourth (28 percent) of self-employed workers were uninsured in 2001.
The percentage of self-employed workers who directly purchased insurance declined
from 21 percent in 1999 to 13 percent in 2001.

e From 1999 to 2001, job-based coverage declined significantly for private industry
workers, but not for government workers.

e Nearly one-fifth (19 percent) of part-time workers were without coverage in 2001.
Only 17 percent of part-time workers obtained insurance through their job. Most
part-time workers are not eligible to participate in a health plan through their work.

e In 2001, uninsured rates varied widely by industry group from 33 percent of
construction workers to 8 percent of workers employed by manufacturers. Most
construction and retail workers did not obtain coverage through their work.

Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children, 1999-2001 2



Nearly half (47 percent) of uninsured Ohio workers were employed by firms with
fewer than 25 employees in 2001. Many small business employees lost health
coverage between 1999 and 2001. Among workers in firms with fewer than 10
employees, the percentage without coverage increased from 22 percent to 29
percent.

In 2001, one-fifth (20 percent) of workers in firms of 10 to 24 employees were
uninsured.

Children

In 1999 and 2001, 8 percent of Ohio children were reported to be without coverage
for the entire year. There were 201,000 uninsured children in 2001. Children are
less likely than non-elderly adults to be without coverage because a much higher
percentage of children are eligible for and enrolled in Medicaid.

From 1999 to 2001, Medicaid coverage for children increased while job-based
coverage declined.

Children by Income, Race and Age Group

In 2001, two-thirds (67 percent) of uninsured children lived in low-income families.
Children from low-income families were about four times more likely than other
children to be uninsured (15 percent versus 4 percent). Although many low-income
children gained Medicaid coverage from 1999 to 2001, the uninsured rate for low-
income children did not decline because of a sharp decrease in job-based coverage.

From 1999 to 2001, the estimated number of uninsured children living in families
with income of $50,000 or more increased from 28,635 to 57,231.

The uninsured rate for black children declined from 15 percent in 1999 to 10 percent
in 2001 due to a large increase in Medicaid coverage.

In 2001, nearly half (45 percent) of Ohio’s uninsured children were ages 12 to 17.
From 1999 to 2001, Medicaid coverage rates increased significantly for children
under age 12, but not for children ages 12 to 17.

Children by Family Work Status, Family Type and Urbanization

Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children, 1999-2001

In 1999-2001, 89 percent of Ohio’s uninsured children lived with at least one worker.
However, children from non-working families were almost twice as likely as children
from working families to be uninsured (14 percent versus 8 percent).

Despite much higher Medicaid coverage rates in 2001, children in single-adult
families were more likely to be uninsured than children living with married adults.

In 2001, Ohio children living in central city areas were no more likely to be uninsured
than children living in other areas of Ohio. Central city children were much more
likely to have Medicaid, but much less likely to have job-based insurance.



Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children,
1999-2001

l. Introduction

Health insurance coverage substantially increases the likelihood of receiving adequate health
care. Even after controlling for demographic, socioeconomic and other population
characteristics, uninsured Ohioans have more unmet health needs, are less likely to have a
usual source of care and are less likely to receive preventive care.* National studies have shown
that the uninsured also experience lower quality care, are diagnosed at later stages of disease
and die sooner.? Lack of health insurance also has wide-ranging economic consequences.
Uninsured persons rely heavily on relatively costly emergency rooms. Health care providers
shift the uncompensated costs of caring for the uninsured to others. Lack of insurance also
causes lost productivity and contributes to the spread of contagious diseases.®

Most Americans obtain health insurance coverage through their own or a family member’s job.
About one-quarter obtain insurance through government programs, mostly through Medicare
and Medicaid. Medicare is the federal government program that covers nearly all elderly and
some disabled Americans, while Medicaid is a partnership between the federal government and
the states that provides insurance to low-income and disabled Americans. The federal
government pays for about two-thirds of the cost of Medicaid. There are also federal
government programs for military personnel, military retirees and their families.

More than one in 10 Ohio residents (1.25 million) were without health insurance coverage in
2001. More than two-thirds (70 percent) of Ohioans had job-based coverage, about one-quarter
(24 percent) had government coverage and 8 percent directly purchased insurance. Ohio’s
uninsured rate increased significantly from 1999 to 2001, but remained below the national
average due to a higher rate of job-based coverage. However, Ohio’s coverage rates have been
close to the average for Midwestern states.

The Uninsured Rate for Ohio and the Midwest Has
Been Below the National Average Because of a Higher
Job-based Coverage Rate
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Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals exceed 100 percent because many people have more than one type of coverage.

* The East North Central region includes lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin.
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Health insurance coverage patterns vary widely by age group. Uninsured rates are lowest for
the elderly due to near-universal Medicare enrollment. However, many Americans age 65 and
older are underinsured because the traditional Medicare program has substantial cost sharing
and significant gaps, such as the lack of prescription drug coverage. Most seniors obtain other
coverage to supplement Medicare. For additional information about the health insurance
coverage of Ohio seniors, see the Ohio Department of Health Data Bulletin Health Insurance
Coverage for Elderly Ohioans, 1999-2001.

Adults under age 65 are most likely to be uninsured because they are least likely to be eligible
for government programs. To qualify for government-sponsored insurance, non-elderly adults
generally must be disabled, pregnant, a member of a military family or living in poverty.
Children are less likely than non-elderly adults to be uninsured because a much higher
percentage of children are eligible for and enrolled in Medicaid. In Ohio, most children in
families with income of up to 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level are eligible for Medicaid,
while eligibility for most adults is limited to those who live in families with income at or below
poverty level.?

Coverage Rates Vary Widely by Age Group
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Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals exceed 100 percent because many people have more than one type of coverage.
* No elderly Ohioans were reported as uninsured in 2001.

Uninsured rates also vary widely by other demographic, socioeconomic and population
characteristics. Despite higher enroliment in government-sponsored insurance programs, low-
income persons and members of many minority groups are more likely to be uninsured because
of much lower rates of job-based coverage. Persons who work for the types of employers less
likely to offer insurance, such as small businesses, retail establishments, and construction
companies also have relatively high uninsured rates.

This report summarizes the health insurance coverage of Ohio residents by several
sociodemographic and population characteristics. The first major section concentrates on non-
elderly adults, while the second major section is devoted to children. The primary focus of the
report is on 2001, the most recent year of data available from the Census Bureau. For areas
where recent significant change has occurred, 1999 data is also presented.

# The Federal Poverty Level varies by family size and $17,650 for a family of four in 2001.
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1. Adults Ages 18 to 64

A. Coverage Overview

e From 1999 to 2001, the number of Ohio adults reported to be without coverage for
the entire year increased from about 900,000 to more than 1 million.

e One of seven Ohio adults under the age of 65 were without health coverage in 2001.
The uninsured rate for this population increased significantly from 13 percent in 1999
to 15 percent in 2001.

e From 1999 to 2001, the percentage of non-elderly Ohio adults with job-based
coverage declined significantly from 75 percent to 73 percent. Reported coverage
rates for several other types of insurance also fell slightly, but these differences were
not statistically significant.

From 1999 to 2001, the Uninsured Rate for Adults Under Age 65
Increased While the Job-based Coverage Rate Declined

1999-2001

01999 MW2001

13,1 14.8*

6.2 55 6.3 5.6

Uninsured Job-based Directly Medicaid Medicare Military
Purchased

Percentage of Ohio Adults Under Age 65 by
Selected Health Insurance Coverage Type,

Coverage Type

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

Chart excludes about 2 percent of Ohio adults who reported coverage from a health plan of someone who lived outside of their
household. Although the Census Bureau classfies this as private coverage, the specific plan type cannot be determined.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
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B. Uninsured Adults Under Age 65 by Population Characteristics

1. Low-income Adults Were Much More Likely to be Without Coverage®.

e Nearly one-third (32
percent) of low-income Nearly One-third of Low-income Adults Under
Ohio adults under age Age 65 Had No Health Insurance in 2001
65 were uninsured in
7

2001, compared to Not |
only 10 percent of , 23 Lowincome B 84.4
adults in higher ESy (200 |
income families. LS

T g O

o 3

. s sa B
e Only about one-third T2 .

oo Low-income 213
35 percent_) of non- SES (< 200%) :
elderly low-income Qe

- = O

adults had JOb_based Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64
coverage, versus 84 by Selected Health Insurance Type, 2001
percent of higher
income adults under B Uninsured Entire Year B Job-based O Directly Purchased O Medicaid
age 65. Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

e About half (48 percent)

of uninsured adults lived About Half of Uninsured Ohio Adults Live in Low:
in low-income families. Income Families
e One-fifth (20 percent) of Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured Ohio Adults

R by Income as Percentage of Poverty, 2001*
uninsured adults were y 9 k4

living in poverty, while 142,423
one-seventh (14 percent) 197,926 13.6%
were near poverty. 19.0%

497,434 149,754
47.6% 14.3%

e One-third (33 percent) of
uninsured lived in
families with income
between 200 percent and
299 percent of poverty,
while nearly one-fifth (19
percent) were in families

205,257
19.7%

O High Income (>=300% FPL*)

O Middle Income (200-299% FPL*)

H Other Low Income (150-199% FPL*)
[E Near-Poor (100-149% FPL*)

with income of 300 O Poor (<100% FPL¥)
percent or more of
p overty. * Income is classified as a percentage of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

& “Low-income” refers to persons living in families with annual income of less than 200 percent of the Federal Poverty
Level. The Federal Poverty Level varies by family size and was $17,650 for a family of four in 2001.
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2. Nearly One-third of Non-elderly Adults in Families with Income of Less Than
$25,000 Were Uninsured.

Nearly one-fourth (22
percent) of non-
elderly adults living in
families with annual
income of less than

$25,000 were covered E
by Medicaid. G
However, adults in B
this income group 3
were about four times &
as likely to be 3

N

uninsured as adults
living in families with
annual income of

Income in Dollars

Coverage Rates Vary Widely by Income

$50,000
or More

$25,000
to $49,999

Less Than
$25,000

o

o -

217

Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64
by Selected Health Insurance Type, 2001

N
o

$50,000 or more.

‘IUninsured Entire Year BAJob-based ODirectly Purchased DMedicaid‘

Non-elderly adults in

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

families with annual

income of $25,000 to $49,999 were twice as likely to be uninsured as adults in
families with income of $50,000 or more.

Most uninsured adults (61
percent) lived in families
with annual income of less
than $35,000. One-sixth
(17 percent) reported
income of less than
$10,000, about one-quarter
(27 percent) reported
income of $10,000 to
$24,999, and one-sixth (17
percent) reported income of
$25,000 to $34,999.

One of seven uninsured
adults under age 65 (14
percent) reported family
income of $75,000 or more.

Most Uninsured Adults Had Annual
Family Income of Less Than $35,000

Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured

Ohio Adults by Income, 2001

634,620
60.8%

144,517

g

# $75,000 or More

0$50,000 to $74,999
00$35,000 to $49,999
N $25,000 to $34,999
[ $10,000 to $24,999
O Less Than $10,000

181,170
17.4%

279,610
26.8%

173,840
16.6%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
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3. Nearly One of Four Black Adults Under Age 65 Were Without Coverage.

In 1999 and 2001,
black non-elderly adults
in Ohio were about
twice as likely to be
uninsured as white
adults under age 65.2

Black adults under age
65 were less likely than
white adults to have
job-based coverage.
Some of this disparity is
compensated for by a
higher Medicaid
coverage rate among
black adults.

From 1999 to 2001, the
uninsured rate for white
non-elderly adults
increased significantly
from 11 percent to 13

The Uninsured Rate for White Adults Under Age
65 Increased Significantly from 1999 to 2001

5.1 17
6.4 5.9 16.0 15.6

40 45

7.7 75.8*

Insurance Type

Percentage of Ohio Residents
Ages 18 to 64 by Selected Health

White White

Black
1999 2001 1999 2001

Black

B Uninsured Entire Year [@MJob-based ODirectly Purchased [OMedicaid

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
There were an insufficient number of other races in the sample to develop reliable races.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

percent due to erosion of job-based coverage. However, the percentage of black
adults without coverage did not change significantly.

One-sixth of uninsured adults (17 percent) were black in 2001, down from 22
percent in 1999. The proportion of uninsured adults who were white increased from

74 percent to 78 percent.

Nearly One of Four Uninsured Adults

Were Black in 1999

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Adults by Race, 1999

660,315

EBD

199,714
22.2%

39,583
4.4%

One of Six Uninsured Adults Were
Black in 2001

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Adults by Race, 2001

817,885*
78.3%*

HBlack OWhite OAsian or Pacific Islander

Hl Black OWhite OAsian or Pacific Islander

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

Source:March 2000 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Less than one percent of the uninsured were American Indian/Aleut.

Less than one percent of the uninsured were American Indian/Aleut.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

# Uninsured rates exclude Asian, Hispanic, and other race and ethnic groups due to insufficient sample size.
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4. Most Uninsured Adults Were Under the Age of 45.

e In 2001, nearly three of four
uninsured Ohio adults (73 percent) Nearly Three-quarters of Uninsured
were between the ages of 18 and Adults Were Under Age 45
44. About half (49 percent) were
between 18 and 34. Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Adults by Age Group, 2001
e More than one in 10 uninsured 247,146
adults (11 percent) were between 23.7%
the ages of 55 and 64. Some 167,556 . 262854
near-elderly adults lose job-based As0% 1 55 206
coverage when they or a family VP
member retires early. Premiums ' 22438;)/903
for directly purchased health :
insurance also can increase 055 to 64
substantially for this age group Sgg EO Zj
because of their relatively high 025 tg 34
medical expenses. 018 to 24
Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

e One of four adults between the ages of 18 and 24 (25 percent) were without health
coverage in 2001, as were one-sixth of adults ages 25 to 34 (17 percent). Young
adults have relatively low rates of job-based coverage because they are more likely
to have jobs that have low wages and do not offer health insurance. Young adults
also are less likely to perceive a need for health insurance compared to older adults.

One of Four Adults Under Age 25 Were Uninsured in 2001

18-24 24.5 54.5 45 9.2
25-34 17.0 70.0 44 9.2
35-44 13.8 78.8 4.6

Age Group

45-54 81.4 48| 4.2

BRHaH

55-64 11.7 73.9 122

Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64
by Selected Health Insurance Type, 2001

H Uninsured Entire Year OJob-based ODirectly Purchased O Medicaid

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

Approximately 10 percent of 18- to 24-year-olds were reported as covered by a health plan of
someone outside of their household. Most were full-time students covered under a parent's plan.
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5. Men Were More Likely to be Uninsured Than Women.

e |n 2001, one out of
every six Ohio men
under the age of 65
(16 percent) were
without health
coverage, versus one
of seven non-elderly
women (14 percent).

e From 1999 to 2001,
the uninsured rate for
men under age 65
increased significantly
due to an erosion of
job-based coverage.
The uninsured and
job-based coverage

Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64
by Selected Health Insurance Type

The Uninsured Rate for Men Under Age 65
Increased Significantly from 1999 to 2001

yrya

= = 5.8 6.0
728 73.0 76.6 73.6%
Female Female Male Male
1999 2001 1999 2001

rates for women did
not change

B Uninsured Entire Year MJob-based ODirectly Purchased O Medicaid

significantly.

e |n 2001, women were

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

about as likely as men
to report being

covered by a job-based or directly purchased plan. In 1999, men were significantly
more likely to report having job-based coverage.

e Although most Ohio adults under age 65 are female, most uninsured adults in this

age group were male in 2001.

Most Ohio Adults Under Age 65 Were
Female in 2001

Number and Percentage Distribution of Ohio
Adults Under Age 65 by Gender, 2001

Women
3,726,600
52.9%

Men
3,324,297
47.1%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

Most Uninsured Adults Were Male in
2001

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Adults by Gender 2001

Women
491,150
46.9%

Men
555,031
53.1%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
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6. From 1999 to 2001, the Percentage of Uninsured Adults in Poor or Fair Health
Declined Substantially.

One of Six Uninsured Adults Reported

e The percentage of uninsured adults who Poor or Fair Health in 1999

reported poor or fair health decreased

H H Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured
fzrggl 17 percent in 1999 to 10 percent n Ohio Adults by Self-reported Health Status, 1999

W Poor or Fair
e From 1999 to 2001, the uninsured rate OGood

for adults in poor or fair health declined _ 17.3% Bvery Good
from 20 percent to 15 percent, while the

O Excellent
uninsured rate for adults reporting good 29.8%
to excellent health increased significantly.
The reported rate of jOb'based coverage Source: March 2000 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
declined for those in very good or
excellent health, but increased for adults Only One of Ten Uninsured Adults
reporting poor or fair health.* Reported Poor or Fair Health in 2001

. Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured
e Nearly one-fifth (19 percent) of non- Ohio Adults by Self-reported Health Status, 2001

elderly adults who reported good health

were uninsured in 2001, versus 15 290,082 B Poor or Fair
. 27.8%
percent of those who reported poor or fair OGood
health, 14 percent who reported very O Very Good
good health and 13 percent who reported O Excellent
excellent health.
° Compared to their healthier counterparts Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

non-elderly adults who

reported poor or fair
health had a much lower The Uninsured Rate for Non-elderly Adults in Poor or

Fair Health Fell Significantly from 1999 to 2001

rate of job-based

[ee}
0
. 9 o 32 3.0 4.1 3.0 24 19
coverage, bu_t much higher &5 e B —Ne— F R
rates of Medicaid and o 2 BN ]
: =S
Medicare coverage. §c
2%, L B —
tIg 68.3 776
e Adults who reported good 2387 S '
health had the highest 28
uninsured rate. They were 09
. S o
much _Iess likely than those £y 16.2
reporting very good or g2
& s & S & S &
excellent health to have NS N NS
€ - FSN PN &
job-based coverage, but N &S Aoo Aoo &
only slightly more likely to & & ¢ ¢ ¢
report belng covered by Self-Reported Health Status and Year
Medicare or Medicaid. B Uninsured Entire Year BJob-Based ODirectly Purchased OMedicaid OMedicare

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
Chart excludes Medicare coverage for adults in very good or excellent health (< 2%).

2 It is not clear why the reported job-based coverage rate increased for Ohioans in poor or fair health. This was not a
regional or national trend. Most of the change occurred from 1999 to 2000. Analysis of a bridge file for the latter year that
included the prior year’s weighting controls and sample design ruled out a change in weighting or sampling design as an
explanation for the increase.
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7. Most Uninsured Adults are from Working Families.

e |In 2001, only one of seven
uninsured Ohio adults (14
percent) lived in a family with
no workers. Six of seven
uninsured adults (86 percent)
lived in a family with at least
one worker.

Six of Seven Uninsured Adults Were
From Working Families in 2001

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Adults by Family Work Status,
2001

B One or More
Workers

ONo Workers

901,663
86.2%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

e Approximately one-
fifth (19 percent) of
adults under age 65
from non-working
families were
uninsured, versus
one-seventh (14
percent) of non-
elderly adults from
working families.

Family Work
Status, 2001

e Only about half (49
percent) of adults

Although Many Adults From Non-working
Families Had Government Coverage, Nearly One
of Five Were Uninsured

One or More |

Workers 82.4 5.6

No Workers IR 49.0 40.7

Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64 by Selected
Health Insurance Type, 2001

under age 65 from
non-working

HEUninsured Entire Year OPrivate* O Government** ‘

families had private Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
job-based or Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
individually * Private coverage includes job-based and directly purchased insurance.

pu rchased health ** Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.

coverage, versus

more than four of five adults (82 percent) from working families.

e Among adults under age 65 from non-working families, 41 percent were covered
through government health insurance programs. Only 6 percent of adults under age
65 from working families obtained coverage through government programs.

Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children, 1999-2001




8. Many Uninsured Adults Have Less Than

e One-quarter (25 percent) of
uninsured adults had no high school
diploma in 2001.

e Nearly half (42 percent) of
uninsured adults had a high school
diploma but no college education,
23 percent had some college but no
four-year degree and 10 percent
had a four-year or advanced college
degree.

e From 1999 to 2001, the percentage
of non-elderly adults with no high
school diploma who were uninsured
increased from 25 percent to 33
percent. Directly

a High School Education.

One-fourth of Uninsured Adults Had
No High School Diploma in 2001

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Adults by Educational
Attainment, 2001

HNo High School

244,004

Dipl
23.3% iploma
OHigh School
434,600 Graduate
0,
41.5% OSome College, No
262,854 Four Year Degree

25.1%
OFour Year Degree
or Higher

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

purchased coverage,

Medicaid, and Uninsured Rates Varied Widely by Educational

Medicare all declined
significantly for this
population.

e In 2001, non-elderly
adults with no high
school diploma were
about twice as likely
as high school
graduates to be
without coverage.
However, from 1999
to 2001 job-based
coverage declined
significantly for high
school graduates.

Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to
64 by Selected Health Insurance Type

e Only 6 percent of ®

Attainment
3
E
32 1.0
47 | .
41 |68 >3
76.6
123
>3 &N £ £ £ £
& N
@ ’19 @Q‘Q {190\/ @q‘b q/QQ'\/
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Educational Attainment and Year

adults with four-year

B Uninsured Entire Year BJob-based ODirectly Purchased OMedicaid O Medicare

or advanced college

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

degrees were without Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

health coverage in
2001, compared to

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

** "Some College" includes persons with no four-year or advanced degree. "College Degree" includes

12 percent of adults four-year or advanced degrees.

who completed some

college but had no four-year or advanced degree.

e less than half (46 percent) of adults without a high school diploma had job-based
coverage in 2001, compared to about two-thirds (69 percent) of high school
graduates and 88 percent of four-year college graduates.

Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children, 1999-2001
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9. Most Uninsured Adults Were Not Married.

* Negrly half (4_6 percent) of Nearly Half of Uninsured Adults in 2001
uninsured Ohio adults had never

married, and nearly one-fourth (23
percent) were divorced, separated Number and Percentage Distribution of
or widowed. Uninsured Ohio Adults by Marital Status, 2001

Had Never Married

e About one-third (32 percent) of 475,442 OMarried
Ohio adults without health 45.5%

insurance were married. I b S e el

Widowed

B Never Married

330,924
31.7%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

e About one-fourth

of unmarried Uninsured Rates Varied Widely by Marital Status

Ohio adults " § 2.6
under age 65 g s 107
were uninsured 2 2 64
in 2001, 33
compared to 8 2 2=
percent of their % S 64.7
married © 5T
<3
counterparts. R
5 § 173
e From 1999 to o > _ _ _ _
2001, the e separated, Separated, Maried  Marred
percentage of or or 1999 2001
never married Widowed  Widowed

adults with job- Marital Status and Year
based coverage B Uninsured Entire Year OJob-Based [ Directly Purchased O Medicaid

declined from 60
Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
percent to 54 Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

percent- * The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

More Than 100,000 Unmarried Adults
Lost Health Insurance Coverage
Between 1999 and 2001

715,362

°ons 8 577,235 e Most of the increase in the number of

<] f:”é & uninsured occurred among unmarried

° g2 3 322377 331866 Ohioans. From 1999 to 2001, the number
g3 g % . of unmarried adults who reported not
2xne having health coverage increased by

Married Not Married 138,127. There was little change in the
Marital Status and Year number of married adults without coverage.

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey,
U.S. Census Bureau.
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C. Uninsured Workers by Population and Employment Characteristics?®

1. One-third (34 Percent) of Low-income Workers Were Uninsured in 2001.°

e | ow-income

workers were more Only One-third of Low-income Workers Obtained

than three times as Health Insurance Through Their Work in 2001
likely as higher-

income workers to
H = Not Low-income
be without =85 (o 200%) 5.1
coverage. E83
g2
oy
. 230
e Only one-third (33 528
[=%
percent) of low- g &s Low-income
income workers SE3 (< 200%)
w
had coverage ~ e
through their own Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64
work, Compared to by Selected Health Insurance Type, 2001

nearly two-thirds

(62 percent) of
H H Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
hlgher Income Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
Workers. Chart excludes about 1 percent in each group reported as covered by Medicare and 1.5 percent covered by
military insurance.

B Uninsured Entire Year O Own Work OAnother's Work O Directly Purchased O Medicaid

Most Uninsured Workers Did Not Live
in Low-income Families

. Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured
e In 2001, most uninsured workers Ohio Workers Ages 18 to 64

(58 percent) lived in families with by Family Income, 2001
income of more than 200 percent
of the Federal Poverty Level.

473,162
e Nearly one-half million workers 58.3%
from middle-income and high-
income families were uninsured in

2001.

B Low-income

ONot Low-income

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

Low-income refers to workers living in families with income at or under
200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level

& Unless otherwise stated, all statistics in this section refer to workers between the ages of 18 and 64.

b« ow-Income” refers to persons living in families with annual income of less than 200 percent of the Federal Poverty
Level. The Federal Poverty Level varies by family size and was $17,650 for a family of four in 2001.
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2. One-fourth of Adult Workers Under Age 25 Were Uninsured in 2001.

e The percentage of workers under age 25 without health insurance increased from 20

percent in 1999 to 25 percent in 2001. The uninsured rate for workers ages 35-44

and 55-64 also increased significantly.

e From 1999 to 2001, the percentage of workers under age 25 who were covered
through their own work declined from 31 percent to 21 percent. Job-based coverage
for older workers did not change significantly. Most older workers had coverage

through their own work in 1999 and 2001.

3.5
7.6

25.9

Ages
45-54

1999

3.5
4.8

28.4

68.3

8.4

Ages
45-54
2001

Ages
55-64

1999

5.3*

104

22.0

66.0

11.6*

Ages
55-64
2001

Only About One-fifth of Adult Workers Under Age 25 Obtained Coverage
Through Their Job in 2001
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o 18-24 18-24 25-34 25-34 35-44 35-44

1999 2001 1999 2001 1999 2001
B Uninsured Entire Year @ Own Work OAnother's Work O Directly Purchased O Government**

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
** Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.
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3. Male Workers Were More Likely Than Female Workers to be Without Health

Coverage.

e From 1999 to 2001, the uninsured rate for male workers increased significantly from

13 percent to 15 percent due to erosion of job-based coverage.

e About two-thirds (65 percent) of male workers were covered through their own work
in 2001, versus about half (48 percent) of female workers. However, the gap
between male and female workers declined from 1999 to 2001 because of a greater

loss of coverage for men.

e In 1999 and 2001, female workers were about twice as likely as male workers to be

covered through the work of a family member.

— 7y

5.8

64.5*

Male
2001

From 1999 to 2001, Job-based Coverage Declined Significantly
for Male Workers
™ .0 L IR ¢ i
g
S 6.2 167 5.9
3
> 17.9
< Government**
© 34.4 37.1
Lo
© < O Directly
» : Purchased
i}
o
ff’ S OAnother's
n = Work
T 2 68.0
= @M Own
=
= 50.1 Work
@
o .
£ T W Uninsured
) Entire Year
©
o
(@]
8
c
o}
o
2 Female Female Male
1999 2001 1999
Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
** Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.
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4. More Than One-fourth of Self-employed Workers Were Uninsured in 2001.

e In 1999 and 2001, self-employed workers were twice as likely to be without
coverage as compared to other workers in private industry.

e Only 6 percent of government workers were without coverage in 2001. Nearly
three-quarters (72 percent) of government workers obtained coverage through their
own work, versus 57 percent of private industry workers and 29 percent of self-
employed workers.

e From 1999 to 2001, job-based coverage declined significantly for private industry
workers but not for government workers.

e The percentage of self-employed workers with directly purchased coverage declined
from 21 percent in 1999 to 13 percent in 2001. Decreasing affordability of coverage
may have been a factor influencing this trend. Only 5 percent of private industry and
government workers directly purchased coverage in 1999 and 2001.

From 1999 to 2001, Job-based Coverage Declined Significantly for
Workers in Private Industry
47 ]
8.7 5.1
2.0 2.7 49 55
49 45 5.1
2 134+
< 2.l ' 284
° 2517 e
] 9 - 26.8
=
) 31.0
o O
< g 34.1
o5
[CR7)
< c
o
S
o %
29 286 60.4 57.0 71 716
Og 24.8
w— @
© 5
Q0
g3
g 21.8
o d
;v: 236 124 139
' ' 5.7 5.8
Self- Self- Private Private Government Government
Employed  Employed Industry Industry 1999 2001
1999 2001 1999 2001
Class of Work and Year
Bl Uninsured Entire Year O0Own Work O Another's Work ODirectly Purchased O Government**
Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
** Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.
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Part-time workers were

5. Nearly One of Five Part-time Workers Were Without Health Coverage in 2001.

S|gn|f|cantly more likely than Only About One of Six Part-time Workers
full-time workers to be without Obtained Coverage Through Their Own Work
coverage (19 percent versus in 2001
13 percent). -5
= g 18
Q 9.0
Only about one of six part- P 71 21
. 3 - O Government*
time workers (17 percent) <g
obtained coverage through 53 O Directly
. 4
their own work, compared to 5 < . 49.1 Purchased
two-thirds (66 percent) of full- 238 mAnother's
time workers. Most part-time < Wor
workers are not eligible to 52 O
. . - [}
participate ina health plan 23 E—
through their work. § 2 Entire Year 12.8
53
e About half (49 percent) of Part-time Full-time
part-time workers were Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
covered through a famlly Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
member’s Work_ *Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.

6. Uninsured Rates Vary Widely by Industry Group

e |n 2001, one-third

(33 percent) of
construction workers
and one-fifth (20

One-third Of Construction Workers and One-fifth of Retail
Workers Were Uninsured in 2001

percent) of retail Construction 334 43.9 | 142 | 5.8
workers were

uninsured, compared Retail [EENEN] 36.5 | 31 6.4{7.2

to 13 percent of 2

service workers, 9 s Services  [JPK 525 | 14 |53[|68
percent of workers in 2

finance, insurance E Finance* m 618 | 208 [ssig]
and real estate, and £

8 percent of workers Manufacturing 791 [ 169
employed by o
manufacturers. Percentage of Ohio Residents Ages 18 to 64

by Selected Health Insurance Type, 2001

‘l Uninsured Entire Year 0 Own Work O Another's Work O Directly Purchased B Government**

e Only 37 percent of
retail workers and 44
percent of
construction workers

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

* Finance also include insurance and real estate.
*Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.

obtained health
coverage through
their own work in 2001. However, most workers in manufacturing, services and real
estate obtained coverage through work.
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7. Many Small Business Employees Lost Health Coverage Between 1999 and 2001.

e From 1999 to
2001, the More Than One-fourth of Workers in Firms with Fewer
uninsured rate Than 10 Employees Were Uninsured in 2001
for workers in —
firms with less Sg ED gm At E3 EA
® = Po2 1 155 |

than 10 a ' 27| p1.7 224| |23.2
employees < g 26| (283 ] .
increased from g2
22 percent to 29 S=

[

o
percent. Rates of £ i 56.9 §8.2 Ex
job-based and 5 2
directly o3
purchased 52 138
2 : 1.7
coverage both 3 (7 ]
decreased ;o 201 om0 201 e 01 sew s 108 2001
significantly for 1999 2001
these workers.? Number of Employees and Year
B Uninsured Entire Year MOwn Work O Another's Work O Directly Purchased O Government**
o One-fifth (20 Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.

percent) _Of . * The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
workers in firms = Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.
of 10 to 24

employees were
uninsured in 2001. The percentage of workers in firms of this size who had coverage
through their own work declined from 47 percent in 1999 to 37 percent in 2001.

e The uninsured rate for workers in firms with 25 or more employees did not change
significantly from 1999 to 2001. These workers were more than twice as likely as
small-firm workers to obtain health coverage through their own work.

One-third of Uninsured Workers
Were Employed by Firms With Less

e In 2001, nearly half (47 percent) of Than Ten Employees

uninsured Ohio workers were employed by
firms with less than 25 employees. One- Percentage Distribution of Uninsured Ohio
third (33 percent) worked in businesses Workers Ages 18-64 by Firm Size, 2001
with less than 10 employees, and one of
seven (14 percent) were employed by
firms of 10 to 24 workers.

W <10 Workers
10-24 Workers
[025-99 Workers
0100-999 Workers
1000+ Workers

e Nearly one-third (32 percent) of uninsured
workers were employed by firms with
1,000 or more employees.

32.7%

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey,
U.S. Census Bureau.

& Although the reported declines in coverage through own work and through another person’s work were each not
statistically significant, the overall decline in job-based coverage from 62 percent to 55 percent was statistically
significant.
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D. Geographic Distribution of Uninsured Adults

e In 2001, about one-third (34
percent) of uninsured Ohio adults
lived in central city areas and about
half (53 percent) lived in other
me_tmpo“tan areas. One of elght Number and Percentage Distribution of
uninsured adults (13 percent) lived Uninsured Ohio Adults, 2001
in non-metropolitan areas.

About One-third of Uninsured Adults
Lived in Central City Areas

553,984
53.0%

134,045 E Central City
12.8%

e OOther Metro
ONon-metro

e |n 1999 and 2001, one of five Ohio
adults under age 65 who lived in
central city areas were uninsured.

357,105
34.2%

e Central city residents ages 18 to 64
were much less |ike|y to have jOb- Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
based coverage compared to non-
elderly residents of other
Ohio areas. However,
central city residents
were about twice as
likely to be insured by
Medicaid.

One-fifth of Non-elderly Adults Living in Ohio Central
City Areas Were Uninsured in 1999 and 2001

iz v o [N
102 9.1 6.9 = - =

46 iy 65

e Metropolitan residents
outside of central cities
and non-metropolitan
residents were equally
likely to be without
health insurance
coverage in 1999 and

63.5 ; .04
63.1 79.6 77.0 759 75.6

Selected Health Insurance Type

20.2 20.2
10.6 10.1 12.7

Percentage of Ohio Adults Ages 18 to 64 by

2001.2
Central Central Other Other Non- Non-
City City Metro Metro metro metro
e From 1999 to 2001, the 1999 2001 1999 2001 1999 2001
uninsured rate for ‘ B Uninsured Entire Year OJob-based ODirectly Purchased OMedicaid ‘

metropolitan residents

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

who did not live in Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
Central Clty areas * The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
Increased Slgnlflcantly ** Government coverage includes Medicare, Medicaid, and military insurance.

due to declines in job-
based coverage and directly purchased coverage.” The uninsured and job-based
coverage rates for central city residents did not change significantly.

& Other sources such as the 1998 Ohio Family Health Survey have revealed significant disparities between Appalachian
and rural non-Appalachian areas. Ohio residents living in Appalachia were significantly more likely to be without
coverage compared to rural non-Appalachian residents. See Uninsured Rates in Ohio by County, 1998 for further
details.

® The reported uninsured rate for rural residents also increased slightly, but the difference was not statistically
significant. A relatively small rural sample resulted in less precise estimates, limiting the ability to assess change over
time.
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I1l. Children Under Age 18

A. Coverage Overview

e In 1999 and 2001, 8 percent of Ohio children were reported to be without health
insurance coverage for the entire year. There were 201,000 uninsured children in
2001.

e From 1999 to 2001, the percentage of children reported to be insured by Medicaid
increased from 18 percent to 21 percent.* However, the uninsured rate for children
did not decline significantly because the percentage of children insured through
employers fell from 76 percent to 72 percent.

e less than 5 percent of Ohio children were covered by directly purchased insurance,
Medicare or military coverage.

From 1999 to 2001, Medicaid Coverage for Children Increased
While Job-based Coverage Declined
75.7

o 72.1*

o
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Uninsured Job-based Medicaid ** Directly Medicare Military
All Year Purchased
Coverage Type

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some children have multiple coverage types.
Chart excludes about 1 percent of Ohio children who were reported to be covered by a health plan of someone who lived outside of
their household. Although the Census Bureau classfies this as private coverage, the specific plan type cannot be determined.
* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

# Medicaid includes the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Ohio Medicaid participation as reported in this
survey is lower than administrative records from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. Underreporting of
Medicaid coverage is a common problem in household surveys. See the Notes section at the end of this report for
further details.
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B. Uninsured Children by Population Characteristics

1. Most Uninsured Children Are From Low-income Families.?

e In 2001, two-thirds of
uninsured Ohio children (67
percent) lived in low-income
families. Most of these

Two-thirds of Uninsured Ohio Children Lived in
Low-income Families

uninsured children were Percentage Distribution of Uninsured Ohio Children by
eligible to participate in Family Income Level, 2001*
Medicaid.

e Low-income children were
about four times more likely
than other children to be
uninsured (15 percent
versus 4 percent).

B Low Income (<200% FPL)
OMiddle and High Income (>= 200% FPL)

e From 1999 to 2001, the

reported rate of Medicaid Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
coverage for low-income * Income is classified as a percentage of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).
children increased from 41 Chart excludes 1,998 Ohio children with unknown income.

percent to 54 percent. This
was due in part to an
eligibility expansion and
increased outreach efforts.
However, the increase in
Medicaid coverage was
offset by a similar decline in
job-based insurance from
50 percent to 36 percent.

In 2001, Most Low-income Children Were
Covered by Medicaid, but One of Seven Were
Uninsured

— 3.5,

4.9

41.3
53.9*

OMedicaid

e Nine of 10 children from
middle and high-income
families were covered by an
employer plan in 2001,
compared to about one-
third (36 percent) of low-
income children.

[OJob-Based 925 90.4

50.2
35.7* B Uninsured

Entire Year

14.5 15.0

. Low Low Middle and  Middle and
e Only 4 percent of children Income Income High Income High Income

from middle and high- 1999 2001 1999 2001
income families were
uninsured in 1999 and Some totals exceed 100 percent because several children were reported as covered
2001. by both Medicaid and job-based insurance during the year.

* The change from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

Percentage of Ohio Children by Income Group and
Selected Health Insurance Type, 1999 and 2001

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

# Low-income children are defined as living in families with income of less than twice the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).
The FPL varies by family size and was $17,650 for a family of four in 2001. Middle and high-income children were from
families with income at or above twice the FPL.
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2. From 1999 to 2001, the Distribution of Ohio’s Uninsured Children by Income
Changed Significantly.

Health Insurance Coverage of Ohio Adults and Children, 1999-2001

The percentage of uninsured children
who lived in families with income of
$50,000 or more increased from 12
percent in 1999 to 29 percent in 2001.

From 1999 to 2001, the estimated
number of uninsured children living in
families with income of $50,000 or
more increased from 28,635 to
57,231.

Although the proportion of uninsured
children from higher-income families
increased in 2001, only 4 percent of
children in families with income of
$50,000 or more were uninsured.

In 2001, 15 percent of children in
families with income of less than
$25,000 were uninsured, versus 7
percent of children in families with
income between $25,000 and
$49,999.

The percentage of children in families
with income of less than $25,000 who
were reported as covered by Medicaid
increased from 53 percent in 1999 to
67 percent in 2001. However, this

coverage gain was

In 1999, Most Uninsured Children
Lived in Families with Income of
Less Than $25,000

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Children by Family Income,

1999
28,635 W <$25,000
12.0% [0$25,000-$49,999
0$50,000+

Source: March 2000 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

In 2001, About One-fourth of
Uninsured Children Lived in Families
with Income of $50,000 or More

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Children by Family Income,

2001
W <$25,000
51,407 \ 28.5%*
25.6% 0$25,000-$49,999
0$50,000+
91,971

45.8%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

offset by a decline in
job-based coverage
from 36 percent to 24

For Low-income Children, Job-based Coverage
Rates Declined While Medicaid Coverage Increased

percent. 58
sgwN 52.5
Among children in 638
families with income 227
between $25,000 and ~05 © 2
$49,999, the reported 253 | %4
Medicaid coverage rate % 5 <
increased from 9 § § E 169

percent to 15 percent
while the job-based 1999
coverage rate declined
from 84 percent to 76
percent.

<$25,000 <$25,000

8.9 =263 F273
15.4*
66.5*
84.3 92.9
75,9+ 94.8
24.2*
145 o]
$25,000- $25,000 $50,000+ $50,000+
2001 $49,999 -$49,999 1999 2001
1999 2001

2001 Reported Family Income

B Uninsured Entire Year

OJob-based [OMedicaid

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Totals may exceed 100 percent because some children have multiple coverage types.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
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3. From 1999 to 2001, the Racial Distribution of Ohio’s Uninsured Children
Changed Significantly.

e The percentage of uninsured children who were black declined from 33 percent in
1999 to 21 percent in 2001.

e The percentage of uninsured children who were white increased from 62 percent in
1999 to 77 percent in 2001.

In 1999, One-third of Ohio's In 2001, About One-fifth of Ohio's
Uninsured Children Were Black Uninsured Children Were Black
Number and Percentage Distribution of Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Children by Race, 1999 Uninsured Ohio Children by Race, 2001

155,025
147,947 HBlack W Black
62.1% . 3,213 1.6% OWhi
Owhite e
OOther
78,746 OOther
33.1%
Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
Source: March 2000 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau. * The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

e The uninsured rate for black . .
children declined from 15 Nearly Half of Black Ohio Children Were
. Covered By Medicaid in 2001
percent in 1999 to 10 percent y
. . [
in 2001, but the uninsured rate .8
. . . ©
for white children did not FE 13.6 15.8
. . g el 2]
change significantly.? seg |91 47.1* -
<8 OMedicaid
o8®
o
e From 1999 to 2001, the £Ta DJob-Based || o o —_—
reported Medicaid coverage 558 |483 256 | | muni g ’ :
rate for black children 29 ¢ ' pninsured
increased from 39 percent to EoF 152
47 percent, but there was no ° 3 :
- . . Q . .
significant change in the . & Black Black White White
reported Medicaid coverage 1999 2001 1999 2001
rate for white children. In * The change from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10
2001, Black children were Some totals exceed 100 percent because several children were reported as covered by
about three times more ||ke|y both Medicaid and job-based insurance during the year.

than white children to be
reported as covered by Medicaid (47 percent versus 16 percent).

e Job-based coverage declined from 82 percent to 78 percent for white children, but
did not change significantly for black children.

# The sample size for other racial and ethnic minority groups was too small to produce reliable estimates.
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4. In 2001, Nearly Half (45 Percent) of Ohio’s Uninsured Children Were Over Age

11.

The percentage of uninsured
children who were under age 6
declined from 33 percent in
1999 to 20 percent in 2001. The
number of uninsured children
under age 6 declined from
77,553 to 39,760 during this
time period.

In 1999 and 2001, about one-
third of Ohio’s uninsured
children were between the ages
of 6 and 11.

From 1999 to 2001, the
uninsured rate for children
under age 6 fell from 8 percent
to 5 percent. The reported
Medicaid coverage rate for this
group increased from 25
percent to 30 percent.

For children between the ages
of 6 and 11 the reported
Medicaid coverage rate
increased from 18 percent in
1999 to 23 percent in 2001.
However, the gain in Medicaid
coverage for this group was
offset by a decline in job-based
coverage from 77 percent in
1999 to 71 percent in 1999. As
a result, the uninsured rate for
children ages 6 to 11 did not
change significantly from 1999
to 2001.

From 1999 to 2001, coverage
rates did not change
significantly for children
between the ages of 12 and 17.

In 2001, 10 percent of children
ages 12 to 17 were uninsured.
About three-quarters (75
percent) had job-based
coverage while 11 percent were
reported as covered by Medicaid.

In 1999, One-third of Ohio's Uninsured
Children Were Under Age 6

Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured
Ohio Children by Age Group, 1999

EUnder 6
69,440 d6to 11
29.1%
77,553 012 to 17
32.5%

Source: March 2000 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

In 2001, Only One-fifth of Ohio's Uninsured
Children Were Under Age 6

Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured
Ohio Children by Age Group, 2001

HEUnder 6
O6to 11
012 to 17

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

* The difference from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

Children Age 12 or Older Were Most Likely
to be Uninsured in 2001

248 1599 184 |230¢ 116] [11.1

77.7| |75.4
726| |co4 76.7| |71.1*

Type, 1999 and 2001

EER wwa | 6.5 | 75 |

Under 6 Under 6 6tol1l 6toll 12t0 17 12to 17
1999 2001 1999 2001 1999 2001

‘ B Uninsured Entire Year [OJob-based [OMedicaid ‘

Percentage of Ohio Children by Age
Group and Selected Health Insurance

Source: 2000 and 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

Some totals exceed 100 percent because several children were reported as covered by both
Medicaid and job-based insurance during the year.

* The change from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
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5. Most Uninsured Children Live in Working Families.

e In 1999-2001, nearly nine in 10

(89 percent) of Ohio’s uninsured In 1999—2001, Ngarly 90 Percent of
children lived in a family with at Uninsured Children Were From
least one worker.? Working Families

Number and Percentage Distribution of Uninsured
e Only 11 percent of Ohio’s Ohio Children by Family Work Status, 1999-2001
uninsured children lived in a
family with no workers in 1999-

2001.

B No Workers

214,623

[OOne or More
Workers

Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S.
Census Bureau.

e In 1999-2001, 14

percen_t_ of Ch_”dl'en living Approximately Two-thirds of Children From Non-
in families with no working Families Were Reported As Covered by
workers were uninsured, Medicaid in 1999-2001
compared to 8 percent
of_ children from families = OneorMore
with at least one worker. xQ Workers [} 77.2 15.7
2 o
B
. -9
e About two-thirds (69 Ty
; S >
perce_nt) of Chlldren who L § No Workers 13.8 15.8 69.0
lived in families with no 2
workers were repo!'teq Percentage of Ohio Children Under Age 18 by Selected
as covered by Medicaid Health Insurance Type, Three-Year Average, 1999-2001
in 1999-2001, versus
about one-sixth (16 B Uninsured Entire Year OJob-based OMedicaid
percent) of children in Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
families with a least one Totals may exceed 100 percent because some adults have multiple coverage types.
worker.

e In 1999-2001, approximately three-quarters (77 percent) of children who lived in
families with one or more workers had job-based coverage. Among children living in
families with no workers, about one-sixth (16 percent) had job-based coverage.”

# Three-year averages are used for this section because the sample size for non-working families was not large enough
to calculate single-year rates with reasonable precision.

® These children obtained coverage through a family member’s past work or through the work of a family member not
living in their household.
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6. From 1999 to 2001, Children in Single-adult Families Gained Medicaid Coverage
But Lost Job-based Insurance.?

e The percentage of ) o .
. P . .g Children in Single-adult Families Were More
children in single-adult . .
L Likely to be Uninsured
families who were 5
o -
reported as covered by 58
Medicaid increased 39 8.7 93
significantly from 37 25 36.8
. o
percent in 1999 to 48 c 3 48.4*
. (0]
percent in 2001. 5 :
. L =g
However, this gain in 5 5 OMedicaid
coverage was largely oo 87.3 85.5
ffset by a decline in job- 52 ' '
0 y ] o s OJob-Based || 52.9
based coverage from 53 ° 3 41.5*
percent to 42 percent. > £ B Uninsured
- O
5= Entire Year
(SN}
e |n 1999 and 2001, oI 14.1
i i & 10.6
children from single adult
fam”les were more ||ke|y Husband- Husband- Slngle Slngle
to be uninsured than wife Wife Male Male
. ] . Family Family or Female  or Female
children who lived with 1999 2001 1999 2001
married adults. Family Type
Source: March 2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
e From 1999 to 2001, )
Some totals exceed 100 percent because several children were reported as covered
coverage rates for by both Medicaid and job-based insurance during the year.
children who lived with * The change from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.
married adults did not

change significantly. In
2001, 6 percent of these children were uninsured, 86 percent were covered by an
employer, and 9 percent were covered by Medicaid.

In 2001 Nearly Half of Ohio's Uninsured
Children Lived in Single Adult Families

Percentage Distribution of Uninsured Ohio
Children by Family Type, 2001*

e In 2001, 43 percent of Ohio’s
uninsured children lived in
single-adult families, while the
remaining 57 percent lived with
married adults.

B Husband-Wife Family
OSingle Male or Female

712,629
57.2%

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

2 “Single-adult families” refers to families maintained by an unmarried male or female.
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7. In 2001, Ohio Children Living in Central City Areas Were No More Likely to be
Uninsured Than Ohio Children in Other Areas of the State. ?

e From 1999 to L
2001. the From 1999 to 2001, Medicaid Coverage Rates
perce’ntage of Increased Significantly for Children in Central City
Ohio central city = Areas
. [
children who 9
were reported as - 136 | | 155 18.2 19.7
covered by 88 213 1 | 357+
Medicaid 52
increased from P
(2]
27 percent to 36 R
ercent. = 776
P 55 | 629 L4 | 727
o' 58.4
e Among children e} %
living in Ohio 55
. [ON)
metropolitan o=
areas outside of = e El
ey (8]
Cent_ral cities, E Central  Central Other Other Non- Non-
the job-based City City Metro  Metro metro  metro
coverage rate 1999 2001 1999 2001 1999 2001
decllned.from 81 M Uninsured Entire Year  OJob-based [ Medicaid
percent in 1999
to 78 percent in Source: 2000 and 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.
2001 Some totals exceed 100 percent because several children were reported as covered by both Medicaid
- and job-based insurance during the year.
* The change from 1999 to 2001 is statistically significant at p=.10.

e In 2001, 83 percent of Ohio’s Most Uninsured Children Live in
uninsured children lived in Metropolitan Areas
metropolitan areas. About one-
quarter (27 percent) were in central
city Areas, while more than half (58
percent) were in other metropolitan
areas.

Number and Percentage Distribution of
Uninsured Ohio Children, 2001

165,462
15.8%

603,203 M Central Clty
57.7% OOther Metro
e Approximately one-sixth (16 percent) 20T B ONon-metro
. . . . 26.5% -
of uninsured children lived in non-
metropolitan areas.

Source: March 2002 Current Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau.

& Other sources such as the 1998 Ohio Family Health Survey have revealed significant disparities between Appalachian
and rural non-Appalachian areas. Ohio children living in Appalachia were significantly more likely to be without
coverage compared to rural non-Appalachian residents. See Uninsured Rates in Ohio by County, 1998 for further
details.
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V. Discussion

Nearly one-third of low-income Ohio adults under age 65 were uninsured in 2001. Non-elderly
adults who were black, under age 25, without a high school diploma, unmarried, and living in
central city areas also are at high risk for being uninsured. In 2001, these groups had
uninsured rates between 20 percent and 33 percent. The coverage disparities were much
smaller for children due to substantially higher Medicaid eligibility and participation rates.
However, uninsured rates were relatively high for children who were low-income (15 percent),
between the ages 12 and 17 (10 percent) or from single-adult families (11 percent).

Although most Ohioans are covered through their own or a family member’s work, having a job
does not guarantee having health coverage. More than three-quarters of uninsured adults and
two-thirds of uninsured children were from working families in 2001. Many employers do not
offer insurance to any workers, while some offer coverage only to certain workers such as those
who work full-time or in management. Among employers that do offer insurance, most require
a premium contribution from employees. Some workers decline coverage rather than pay the
premium.

Job-based coverage rates and eligibility for job-based coverage varies widely by worker and
employer characteristics. In 2001, only one-third of low-income workers between age 18 and
64 were covered through their job. Low-income workers are disadvantaged in several ways.
They are less likely to work for an employer that offers insurance, less likely to be eligible for an
employer plan when one is offered and more likely to have a higher required premium
contribution when coverage is offered. In 2000, half of Ohio workers at low-wage firms either
worked for an employer that did not offer insurance or were not eligible for their employer’s
health plan. Another 19 percent were eligible for their employer’s plan, but did not enroll. The
average required premium contribution for family coverage at low-wage firms in Ohio was
$2,005 in 2000, nearly double the required amount for workers at other firms.*

Job-based insurance and eligibility rates also vary widely by hours of work, class of work, size
of employer and industry. Workers who were part-time, self-employed, working in small
businesses or working in the retail or construction industries were least likely to have access to
coverage. In 2000, only one-fifth (20 percent) of Ohio’s part-time workers were eligible to
participate in a health plan through their employer, and only about half (52 percent) of Ohio
businesses with less than 50 employees offered coverage to any workers. In addition, only 55
percent of workers in retail or other service industries and two-thirds (67 percent) of workers in
agriculture, fishing, forestry and construction had access to coverage through their employer.®
In 2001, most non-elderly adult workers who were part-time, self-employed, working in firms
of less than 25 employees or employed in retail or construction did not obtain coverage through
their work. The uninsured rate for these groups ranged from 19 percent to 33 percent.

Trends in Health Insurance Coverage

From 1999 to 2001, more than 100,000 adult Ohioans lost health insurance coverage. The
percentage of adults under age 65 with job-based coverage declined significantly during this
period. Many children also lost job-based insurance, but this decline was offset by an increase
in Medicaid coverage. A major eligibility expansion of Ohio’s Healthy Start program in July 2000
and increased outreach efforts to enroll children in the program helped to counteract job-based
coverage losses, resulting in no significant change in the number or percentage of Ohio children
without insurance.
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The economic recession and sharply rising health insurance costs are two major causes of the
decline in job-based coverage. However, the findings in this report may understate the harmful
effects of these factors on health insurance coverage. Ohioans who lost coverage during 2001
because of a job loss, discontinuation of a health plan by an employer or inability or
unwillingness to pay a higher insurance premium were classified as insured if they reported
having coverage for at least part of 2001.

In addition, double-digit premium increases during each of the last two years may have caused
further erosion of job-based coverage. Health insurance premiums increased by 15 percent in
2003 alone, the largest jump in at least a decade.® Employees of small businesses are
especially vulnerable to losing access to job-based coverage when premiums increase sharply.
Among U.S. firms with less than 200 employees, the percentage offering health insurance
decreased from 65 percent in 2001 to 61 percent in 2002.” In addition, one out of every six
small businesses (17 percent) reported in a 2002 national survey that they were likely to
respond to continued double-digit premium increases by no longer offering coverage.®

Low-income families are also at high risk for losing job-based coverage because they are more
likely to have difficulty paying higher premiums. Many employers respond to premium increases
by passing along part of the cost to their employees. From 2001 to 2002, average required
employee contributions for family coverage in the U.S. increased by 16 percent.® Recent
evidence suggests that employers are continuing to shift more costs to employees.*® Premium
increases averaging 15 percent are again expected in 2004.** This would be the fourth
consecutive year of double-digit premium advances.

Rising health insurance premiums are also making coverage less affordable for middle-income
families. From 1999 to 2001, the uninsured rate for adults with family income of 200 percent of
poverty or greater increased significantly. The only available option to most middle-income
families without access to job-based coverage is directly purchased insurance. Since this
coverage is generally not subsidized, families must pay the full cost. Such insurance may be
prohibitively expensive or unavailable for many individuals with health conditions that insurers
classify as high risk.

Despite the erosion of job-based coverage statewide, there were some positive trends in Ohio’s
health insurance coverage from 1999 to 2001. The significant expansion of Medicaid coverage
for children offset the erosion of job-based coverage and prevented a rise in the uninsured rate
for children. Furthermore, the uninsured rates for children under age 6 and black children
declined significantly from 1999 to 2001 because the percentage gaining Medicaid coverage was
greater than the percentage who lost job-based coverage. In addition, the uninsured and job-
based coverage rates for Black adults under age 65 did not change significantly. The uninsured
rate for non-elderly adults in poor or fair health also declined significantly from 1999 to 2001.
Rates of job-based and directly purchased insurance both increased significantly for this group.?

However, these population groups may be having less success maintaining coverage given
recent economic trends. During the past two years, the economy has continued to struggle,
health insurance premiums have increased by an average of more than 25 percent and there
have been no new major expansions of public health insurance programs. These trends suggest
that today there may be fewer Ohioans with job-based coverage and more Ohio residents
without health insurance.

& The actual number of non-elderly adults with these coverages did not change significantly. The percentage increase in
coverage was due to a decline in the total number of adults reporting poor or fair health.
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V. Notes and Data Limitations

All statistics unless otherwise stated are based on tabulations of the March 2000, 2001 and
2002 Annual Demographic Supplements to the Current Population Survey (CPS) conducted by
the U.S. Census Bureau.

CPS respondents were asked whether they had any kind of health insurance coverage at any
time in the previous calendar year. “Uninsured” refers to respondents who reported not having
any health coverage during the entire year. This means that the 2002 CPS may have
understated the effect of the economic recession in 2001 because respondents who lost
coverage during 2001 would have been classified as insured if they reported having coverage at
any time during the year. However, several studies have suggested that there is significant
recall error for these questions because some respondents do not remember coverage that they
had in the previous year. Recall error is more likely for respondents who had coverage for a
short time period early in the year. The CPS also underreports Medicare and Medicaid coverage
compared to enrollment and participation data from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS). According to the CPS, 1,060,000 Ohioans participated in Medicaid during 2001.
However, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services reported 1,676,000 Medicaid
beneficiaries during Fiscal Year 2001.%?

Medicaid coverage in this report refers to both the traditional Medicaid program and the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Ohio’s CHIP program offers Medicaid benefits to
children from low-income families who would not otherwise qualify for Medicaid. Children in
families with income up to 200 percent of poverty are potentially eligible for coverage.
However, some persons in families with reported annual income above this level are also
eligible for Medicaid because of income disregards, changes in income during the year and
transitional coverage that provides for a temporary extension of benefits if income rises above
standard eligibility limits.

Health insurance coverage information in this report may vary slightly from previously
published Census Bureau statistics. This is because the Census Bureau recently released an
expanded sample for the 2001 CPS and revised weights based on the 2000 Census for the 2000
and 2001 CPS. This report includes the expanded sample and weighting updates that were not
included in earlier Census Bureau reports and tabulations.

References to statistical significance refer to 90 percent confidence intervals. In general, this
means that the reported difference has a 90 percent or better chance of reflecting an actual
difference between populations. Standard errors and tests for statistical significance were based
on tables and calculations recommended by the Census Bureau at
www.bls.census.gov/cps/ads/adsmain.htm.

The information in this report is not directly comparable to health insurance coverage estimates
for earlier years. In 2000, the CPS included a new verification question that significantly
increased the reported rate of private health coverage while reducing reported uninsured rates.
1998 Ohio Family Health Survey (OFHS) results were based on different sampling frames and
different sets of health insurance coverage questions than the CPS. For example, most of the
published information about insurance coverage from the OFHS was based on reported
insurance status the week before the survey, while the CPS attempts to measure insurance
status during the previous calendar year. Estimates prior to the 2000 CPS also were based on
Census Bureau population projections from the 1990 census enumeration, while estimates from
the 2000-2002 CPS were based on the 2000 census enumeration and projections.
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