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Key Data Summary — Ohio

e In 2006, 40 percent of Medicaid-eligible
children aged 9-36 months were screened
for elevated blood lead levels, as shown in
the first graph. Children on Medicaid are
considered high risk for elevated blood lead
levels and are the best indicator of testing
in the at-risk population.

e In 2007, 1.8 percent of children under age 6
had a confirmed elevated blood lead level,
compared with 10 percent in 1998, as
shown in the second graph.

e |[n 2007, more than 150,000 children under
the age of 6 were screened for elevated
blood lead levels, as shown in the third
graph.

Healthy People 2010 Objective 18-11
e Eliminate elevated blood lead levels in
children.

U.S./Ohio Comparison

e |n 2006, 1.2 percent of children under age 6
in the United States had a confirmed
elevated blood lead level, compared with
2.2 percent in Ohio, as shown in the second
graph.

e Both the United States and Ohio have seen
decreases in the percent of children under
age 6 with a confirmed elevated blood lead
level since 1998.

Additional Information

¢ Lead poisoning is one of the most common
and preventable childhood environmental
health problems in the United States.

e Low-income children, especially those living
in the inner city, are at an increased risk for
lead poisoning.

e The recommended targeted times to test
at-risk children for lead exposure is
between ages 1 and 2 years. However,
testing rates are lower than expected.
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* Children with elevated blood lead levels as a percent of children who were screened. Confirmed
elevated blood lead level is defined by CDC as a child with one venous blood specimen =10 mg/dL,
or any combination of two capillary and/or unknown blood specimens 210 mg/dL drawn within
12 weeks of each other.
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