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School-aged Children, Adolescents and Young Adults
Preventive Health Behaviors: Oral Health/Dental Care

MCH Block Grant
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Key Data Summary — Ohio

e |n 2007, 72.5 percent of students in 9" to
12" grade saw a dentist for a checkup,
exam, teeth cleaning or other dental work
during the past 12 months, as shown in the
first graph.

e The overall percentage of students who saw
a dentist during the past 12 months did not
change significantly from 1999 to 2007.

e In 2007, there was no significant difference
in the percentage of students who saw a
dentist by gender or grade level, as shown in
the second graph.

e In 2007, white students were significantly
more likely than black students to have seen
a dentist in the past 12 months, as shown in
the third graph.

Healthy People 2010 Objective 21-10

e Increase the proportion of adults and
children who use the oral health care system
each year to 56 percent.

U.S./Ohio Comparison
e This question was not asked on the national
Youth Risk Behavior Survey” in 2007.

Additional Information

e Untreated oral diseases may lead to
problems in eating, speaking and sleeping.
Poor oral health among children has been
tied to poor performance in school and poor
social relationships. Children with chronic
dental pain may have difficulty
concentrating, poor self-image and

problems completing schoolwork.
Source: Child Trends DataBank

AThe Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) is a
biannual survey of 9" to 12" graders to
monitor risk behaviors that contribute
markedly to the leading causes of death,
disability and social problems among youth
and adults in the United States. The survey was
not conducted by Ohio in 2001.

Students Who Saw a Dentist for a Checkup, Exam, Teeth Cleaning
or Other Dental Work During the Past 12 Months, by Gender, Ohio
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Students Who Saw a Dentist for a Checkup, Exam, Teeth Cleaning,
or Other Dental Work During the Past 12 Months, by Grade Level, Ohio
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Students Who Saw a Dentist for a Checkup, Exam, Teeth Cleaning
or Other Dental Work During the Past 12 Months, by Race/Ethnicity, Ohio
100
80
. 60
c
3
g 40
[« W
20
O T T T
1999 2003 2005 2007
m White* Black+ ™ Hispanic

Source: Ohio YRBS” 1999-2007

* White, non-Hispanic + Black, non-Hispanic
Note: Due to small numbers, some racial/ethnic comparisons are not reported.
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