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Key Data Summary — Ohio

e Approximately half of all pregnancies are
miscarried or result in still birth due to
genetic causes. Exposure to hazardous
agents increases the risk for physical and
developmental disabilities.

In 2006, 6,616 women of child-bearing
age (15 to 44 years) received clinical
genetic services. Of these, more than

70 percent (4,572) were for prenatal
counseling.

Genetics professionals provide medical
evaluation, counseling and education to
couples and families about their risk of
heritable disorders.

Healthy People 2010 Objective
e This measure is not an objective in
Healthy People 2010.

Additional Information

e The Ohio Regional Comprehensive
Genetic Services Network consists of
seven centers located in Akron, Cincinnati,
Cleveland (two centers), Columbus,
Dayton and Toledo, with two additional
satellite centers. Additionally, 20 outreach
clinics were conducted in counties
without a genetics center.

Genetic centers provide clinical and
educational services to help
individuals/families learn the causes of
birth defects or genetic disorders, the
chances of a birth defect or genetic
disorder happening in a family, preparing
for and having a healthy pregnancy,
adjusting to living with a birth defect or
disorder and getting help in the
community where you live.

Number of Patients

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

Individuals Receiving Prenatal Clinical Genetic Services, Ohio

Regional Comprehensive Genetic Centers, 2001-2006

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

3,718 3,516 2,830 4,437 4,639 4,826

Education Activities
In 2006, 777 educational awareness activities were
conducted.
Folic acid dietary supplementation was included in more
than 35 percent of these activities.
Statewide, 33,767 individuals participated in lectures,
courses and trainings.
Awareness events such as health fairs, publications and
media events reach thousands of members of the
general public.

Ohio Partners for Birth Defects Prevention
Healthy Steps bookmarks: 75,000 have been distributed
to date
- Educates women about how to live a healthy lifestyle
and have a healthy pregnancy whether they are
planning a pregnancy or not

Birth Defects: Causes and Prevention Strategies

Handbook

- Training and information for more than 500 health
care professionals for use in helping to prevent birth
defects
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