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Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can be e�ective 
when used for hand hygiene. They may be safely 
and e�ectively used in the school setting if 
guidelines are followed.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommend hand washing to reduce
infection transmission. The single most important
thing that we can do to keep from getting sick and
spreading illness to others is to clean our hands.
The CDC, U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, and American Cleaning Institute
recommend making handwashing a priority at a
young age. E�ective hand washing can be done
with either soap and water or an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer. Many schools have implemented a
written protocol for handwashing which may
require the use of soap and water and
alcohol-based hand sanitizers.

If hands are visibly soiled, soap and water should 
be used for hand hygiene. In other circumstances, 
the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers is 
acceptable. In the case of younger students, who 
may not thoroughly wash, rinse and dry hands, 
the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers may be 
more e�ective than and preferable to the use of 
soap and water when hands are not visibly soiled. 
The use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers can allow 
a large number of students and sta� to cleanse 
their hands in a time-e�cient manner. 
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers must be 60-95 
percent alcohol to be e�ective. Lower alcohol 
concentrations or non-alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers are less e�ective in killing germs.  
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are not e�ective in 
removing nut allergens from surfaces. It is 
recommended that unscented products be used 
in the school setting, as scented products may 
trigger asthma or allergy symptoms.

Hand hygiene with an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer should be done frequently, and especially 
at the following times:

• Preparing food
• Eating
• Inserting or removing contact lenses
• Rendering �rst aid or treating a person who is ill
• Administering medication or completing a

medical procedure

• Any contact with blood, body �uids or soiled
objects

• Using the toilet
• Assisting with personal hygiene, such as

changing diapers
• Touching animals or animal waste
• Food preparation, especially after handling raw

meat, poultry or �sh
• Blowing your nose, using a tissue or coughing or

sneezing into your hands
• Treating or touching open wounds or a person

who is sick or injured
• After handling trash or garbage
• After playing outdoors

In Ohio schools, all students and sta� should 
receive instruction on the appropriate and 
e�ective use of hand sanitizers. The following are 
best practice recommendations for the use of 
alcohol-based hand sanitizers in Ohio schools:
• Alcohol-based hand sanitizer dispensers should 
   be located in key high traffic areas where    
   students are supervised by school staff at all 
   times
• Do not allow students or staff to ingest alcohol-  
    based hand sanitizers
• Alcohol-based hand sanitizers are flammable   
   and should not be used while smoking or near  
   open flame
• It is recommended that the school purchase 
   alcohol-based hand sanitizers for use in each   
   classroom and cafeteria, just as it purchases    
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Instructions for Placement and Storage

Referencessoap and towels for restrooms and kitchens. The 
advantages for such a school purchase include:

o  The school will have a material safety
datasheet (MSDS) for all alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers in the building

can be stored with cleaning supplies away from 

with Ohio Fire Code regulations 
(OAC 1301:7-7-3405.5)
• Alcohol-based hand sanitizer dispensers must be

create a fall hazard. A “drip catcher” may be placed 
on the dispenser to prevent this

The placement of the alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers, if wall mounted, should be consistent 
from room to room and in compliance with the 
Ohio Fire Code regulations (OAC 1301:7-7-3405.5) 
summarized here. Dispensers must:

• Have a maximum capacity of 68 ounces
• Be a minimum of 48 inches apart
• Be installed in locations that are not above,
below    or directly adjacent to electrical outlets,
switches, appliances, devices or any other potential
ignition source

• Be placed between 42 and 48 inches from

• Be manually activated
• Be properly supplied with sprinkler systems
if placed in carpeted areas

In addition, alcohol-based hand sanitizers in   
school hallways or corridors must comply with Ohio 
Fire Code regulations (OAC 1301:7-7-3405.5) 
summarized here:
• There can be no aerosol containers
in the hallway

• Dispensers can have a maximum capacity
of 41 ounces

• There can be no more than 10 gallons
in the hallway

• The hallway must be a minimum of 72 inches
in width

• There can be no unapproved projections
into the hallway

CDC. (2016.) Clean Hands Save Lives!
Available online:
http://www.cdc.gov/cleanhands/

CDC. (2016).Show Me the Science - When & How to
Use Hand Sanitizer
Available online:
http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/-
show-me-the-science-hand-sanitizer.html

CDC. (2007.) MMWR Hand-Washing
Recommendations to Reduce Disease Transmission
From Animals in Public Settings. Available online:
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtm-
l/rr5605a4.htm

American Cleaning Institute. (2016.)  Public Health 

Available online: 
http://www.cleaninginstitute.org/clean_living/pub-

School Network for Absenteeism Prevention. 
(2003.) Healthy Schools, Healthy People. It’s a SNAP. 
Available online: 
http://www.itsasnap.org/snap/handwashing.htm

Ohio Fire Code.
Ohio Administrative Code 1301:7-7-3405.5.
Available on page 394 online:

-



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




