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Fact Sheet 
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant Core Performance Measure 12 

The percent of newborns who have been screened for hearing before hospital discharge 
 

Newborn Infant Hearing Screening Coverage 
Ohio, 1996-2002 

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Ohio 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 14.1 17.5 22.0 

Measure Targets 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 
Data Source: State birth certificates, newborn hearing registries, tests of otoacoustic emissions and auditory 
brainstem responses, and the Director of Speech and Hearing Program in State Health and Welfare Agencies 

(DSHPSHWA) Data Form. 
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Key Data Summary 
• The percent of Ohio newborns receiving hearing screening prior to hospital discharge (2000-2002) is based on the 

number of hearing assessment forms received by the Ohio Universal Newborn Hearing Screening Program. 
• The percent of Ohio newborns receiving hearing screening prior to hospital discharge (1996-2001) is an estimate 

based on a population based study performed in 1997 by Utah.  The study reported 8 percent of infants born in 
Ohio during 1997 received hearing testing following identification of positive indicators for hearing loss. 

• In 2004, newborn hearing screening information was collected as part of the electronic birth certificate. 
 
Ohio Demographics 

• 147,832 Ohio resident births in Ohio in 2002; 32,668 infants received newborn hearing screening. 

State Legislation 
• State legislation passed in 2002 required all Ohio hospitals and free standing birthing centers to provide hearing 

screenings to newborns prior to discharge by June 30, 2004. 
• Legislation requires hospitals and birthing centers to report hearing screening results to Ohio Department of 

Health.  
• Ohio Revised Code 3701.501 – 3701.509. 
• Ohio Administrative Code, Chapter 3701-40, Universal Hearing Screening for Newborns and Infants. 

 
HP 2010 Goal 
• Increase the proportion of newborns who are screened for hearing loss by age 1 month, have audiologic evaluation by 

age 3 months and are enrolled in appropriate intervention services by age 6 months. Because this is a developmental 
goal, there are no targets specified. 


