ODH Infant Mortality Consortium

· Recommendation I. Provide comprehensive reproductive health services and service coordination for all women and children before, during and after pregnancy.
· Study and eliminate the gaps in access and payment for recommended health services before, during and after pregnancy.  This should include studying the alignment between Medicaid managed care and state/federal public health funding as well as mechanisms to facilitate early Medicaid coverage and entry into prenatal care.
· Increase public utilization of resources such as the Ohio Benefit Bank to assist women and children with obtaining health care services.

· Obtain a Medicaid Family Planning Waiver from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid services by 2010 to provide broad reproductive health care coverage for patients/consumers who do not meet current medical eligibility guidelines.
· Ensure access to providers, including advanced practice nurses, who accept Medicaid and provide family planning services and care for high-risk pregnancies in all parts of Ohio.
· Expand successful programs to identify and refer women at greatest risk for primary prevention, reproductive health services and care coordination. *
· Ensure access to a community-based, culturally competent, family centered medical home for all women and children.  The desired outcome is coordination of health care and referrals to specialists for optimal health outcomes.
· Ensure access to medical specialists via telemedicine, including high-speed internet access, for every provider in Ohio, to improve the quality of care for pregnant women and newborns.

· Institute a state-supported, universal early prenatal visit including: 1)a dating ultrasound, 2) prenatal battery of laboratory tests, 3) identification of a single care coordinator, 4) access to transportation, and 5) risk assessment.

· Ensure that all women of childbearing age and their families have access to appropriate mental health and substance abuse services.

· Ensure the availability of transportation for consumers to access reproductive health services.

*Examples: (OBBO, 17-P and Safe Spacing, NFP, Caring for 2 in Franklin Co. and Healthy Start program in Cleveland)

