
Hepatitis B Case Classifications (Acute) 
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Reportable 
Condition 

Case 
Status 

Onset 
Date* 

Health 
Care Prof. Jaundice  ALT HBsAg IgM anti-HBc 

Lab Data is 
Weakly Positive or 

Missing 
Symptomatic 

Acute 
 

Confirmed 
Confirmed 

X  X  (+) (+)*  
X   > 100 

IU/L 
(+) (+)*  

Probable  X   (+)   
Suspect  X     X 

Case is not known to be symptomatic 
Suspect      (+)  

*A documented negative hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) laboratory test result within 6 months prior to a positive test (either 
HBsAg, hepatitis B “e” antigen (HBeAg), or hepatitis B virus nucleic acid testing (HBV NAT) including genotype) result does not 
require an acute clinical presentation to meet the surveillance case definition. 
 
Terms and symbols used in this table: 
 
Health Care Prof. = Case is clinically compatible with acute hepatitis as reported by a health care professional 
 
Lab data is weakly positive or missing = Hepatitis B infection is reported without lab results; or results for any hepatitis B test, (except anti-HBs), may be 
weakly or borderline positive; or HBV DNA result is below reference range 
 
Symptomatic = Symptoms are compatible with acute hepatitis (e.g., fever, headache, malaise, anorexia, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and abdominal pain) 
 
(+) = A positive test result 
(+)* = A positive test result (if done) 
 
Source: 2012 Case Definition 
CSTE Position Statement Number: 11-ID-03 
 



Hepatitis B Case Classifications (Chronic) 
Reviewed September 2012 

 
Case 

Status 
Health 
Care 
Prof. 

IgM anti-
HBc 

HBsAg HBeAg NAT for HBV DNA 
(including qualitative, 

quantitative, and 
genotype testing) 

Anti-
HBe 

Total 
Anti-
HBc 

Lab Data is Weakly 
Positive, Undetectable 

or Missing 

Confirmed  (-)        +       or       +       or       +     
Confirmed   6M ↔ 6M    
Probable          +       or       +       or       +    
Suspected X        
Suspected      X   
Suspected       X  
Suspected        X 

 
Comment:  Multiple laboratory tests indicative of chronic HBV infection may be performed simultaneously on the same patient specimen as 
part of a "hepatitis panel." Testing performed in this manner may lead to seemingly discordant results, e.g., HBsAg-negative AND HBV DNA-
positive. For the purposes of this case definition, any positive result among the three laboratory tests mentioned above is acceptable, regardless 
of other testing results. Negative HBeAg results and HBV DNA levels below positive cutoff level do not confirm the absence of HBV 
infection. 
 
Terms and symbols used in this table: 
 
Health Care Prof. = Case is reported by a health care professional as chronic hepatitis 
 
Lab data is weakly positive or missing = Hepatitis B infection is reported without lab results or lab may be weakly or borderline positive for any hepatitis 
B test, (except anti-HBs), or HBV DNA result is below reference range 
 
(-) = A negative test result 
(+) = A positive test result 
 
6M ↔ 6M = Two positive results with collection dates at least six months apart for any combination of tests: HBsAg, HBV DNA or HBeAg 
 
Source: 2012 Case Definition CSTE Position Statement Number: 11-ID-04 


