




Overall: White: Black: Hispanic: 

USA 6.01 5.06 11.25 5.09 

MS 9.25 WV 6.99 KS 14.18 RI 7.22 
AL 8.57 AL 6.92 ^WI 14 PN 6.99 
LA 8.35 ME 6.77 ^OH 13.57 OH 6.92 
DE 7.64 MS 6.76 ^MI 13.13 KS 6.84 
OH 7.6 AR 6.7 ^IL 12.93 KY 6.75 
AR 7.41 OK 6.51 AL 12.9 ID 6.68 
SC 7.23 IN 6.46 UT 12.89 OK 6.54 

NC 7.2 KY 6.4 ^IN 12.87 MS 6.35 

IN 7.19 OH 6.31 DE 12.82 AR 6.15 

OK 7.17 LA 6.15 PN 12.66 IN 6.09 

TN 7.16 TN 6.09 NC 12.57 MO 6.08 

*MA 4.21 *NJ 3.20 *MA 6.90 *IA 2.65 

NCHS: 8/6/2015 *Best Rates in Green 

Note that Ohio is the only State ranked in the worst 10 in all four categories. 
^Also note 5 of the 6 States that make up Perinatal Region V are amongst the worst for black IMR 
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To Save our babies we need to respond with: 

ALL THE PURPOSE AT OUR COMMAND AND MOUNT 

PROGRAMS AND INTERVENTIONS ON A SCALE EQUAL TO 

THE DIMENSION OF THE PROBLEM!!!  



Ohio ranks #7 for the number of births 

by a State each year.  This places us  

amongst National leaders…and should 

help define our responsibility for 

keeping our babies alive. 

Yet…we rank amongst the worst in  

the Nation for Overall, White,  

Black, and Hispanic infant 

mortality. 

There is a “mis-match”  or “disconnect” between our 

responsibility and our performance: 

art james 



Infant Mortality Reduction is not a sprint, it is a “Relay-Marathon”  

… and it takes the entire Village 

Community: Clinical 

Obstetrical 
Pediatric 

Mother  

     & 

Family Neighborhood 

Public  

Health 
Policy 

Business 

Schools 

Transportation 

Jobs/employment 

Housing 

Local Government 

Pubic Safety 

Racism 

Green Space 

Etc. 

 

PCMH 

Access 

Insurance 

Quality Care 

Preconception 

Inter-conception 

One Key Question 

Family Planning 

Culturally Sensitive 

Language barriers 

Church 

Food security 

Safety 

Support Network 

Crime 

Drugs 

Abandoned Houses 

Day Care 

Gangs 

Father involvement 

Married 

Single parenthood 

IPV 

Poverty 

Diet 

Age  

Health 

Capacity of parents  

   to care for  

   themselves & 

    their children 

 

Hospitals 

Clinics 

Nurses 

Doctors 

WIC 

NICUs 

Breastfeeding 

Safe Sleep 

LBW/Preterm  

Systems 

Regulations 

State Agencies 

Family Planning 

Health Departments 

Justice/Injustice 

EQUITY/inequity 

Inclusion/Marginalization 

Federal/State/Local 

art james 



      Clinical  

    & SDOH 

  interventions,  

working together 

    

  Random Acts of 

intervention &  

innovation 

Non-Aligned Effort 

Goal: align strategic MCH goals and efforts, 

medical and social,…across all of Ohio: 

art james 



Saving  

Ohio 

Babies 

We Have to Work Together: 

art james 

OCPIM ODH 

Local  

Communities 

LHDs 

OHA 

OPQC 

Medicaid 

OACHC 

Ohio 

SID 

Network 

WIC 
Business 

Transportation 
Employers 

Public 

Safety 

Churches 

MoD 
CoMH 

ODJFS 

Politicians 

Education 



Most Ohio Communities have not gotten 

started in their efforts to improve infant 

mortality.   

Some are still planning or are on the verge 

of initiating intervention projects. 

A few have begun very robust improvement 

efforts. 

Art James 

It will take Local Community Ownership: 



 



 Introduction 

 Causes of Death 

 Major Risk Factors 
 Social Determinants of Health 

 Prematurity/Preterm Birth 

 Birth Defects 

 Sleep-Related Deaths 

 Smoking 

 Care: before, during, after and between pregnancy 

 Poverty 

 Paternal inclusion 

 Policies 

 Systems 

 Practices 

 

 



Ohio’s Challenge  

Addressing Infant Mortality in Ohio  

The Ohio Collaborative to Prevent Infant 

Mortality  

 



Economic Impact of Infant Mortality  

Life Course Perspective  

Collective Impact  

Socio-ecological Model  



 Infant Mortality 

Public Policy  

 National level 

 State level 



Ohio Hospital Association  

Medicaid Managed Care Plans  

Perinatal Quality Improvement 

Local Efforts  

 



Ohio’s Call to Action: Too Many Babies Are 

Dying! 

  

Keeping Babies Alive is a Number-One Priority 

in Ohio  

 



What is our Goal? 



 

 

Ohio’s Overall Goal for Reducing Infant Mortality  
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57% or about  

8%/year x 7 years 

25% or about  

3.5%/year x 7 years 

 

35% or about  

5%/year x 7 years 

X = HP 2020 goal of 6 

Y = SACIM proposed goal of 4.5 

Z = OIMRP proposed overall goal of 4.8 

 

Ohio IMR: 2000-2013 with Projection lines to achieve IMR Goals:  

 

z 

Black 

White 

Overall 



1. Improving Health Equity, Addressing 

SDOH and Eliminating Racism  

 



2. Promoting Optimal Women’s Health Before, 

During and After Pregnancy  

 



3. Preventing Premature Births  

 



4. Preventing Birth Defects  

 



5. Promoting Optimal Infant Health  

 



6. Reducing Smoking Before, During and 

After Pregnancy  

 



7. Promoting Fatherhood Involvement in 

Maternal and Child Health  

 



What You Can Do Now  

Communication and Reporting   

Using this Work Plan  

 


