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Jordan Giuliani, M.Ed. and 
Jane Hamel-Lambert, 
Ph.D. of IPAC and Ohio 
University Heritage Col-
lege of Medicine attended 
the National Rural Health 
Association’s (NRHA) 2014 

Rural Health Policy Institute Feb. 4 through 6, 
2014 in Washington D.C. The mission of NRHA 
is to provide leadership on rural health issues 
through advocacy, communications, education 
and research. The purpose of the Rural Health 
Policy Institute is to bring together health care 
professionals from all over the country to pro-
vide education and insight on the most press-
ing legislative and regulatory issues impacting 
rural health care.  

Jordan and Jane joined personnel from Inte-
grated Services for Appalachian Ohio (ISAO) 
and Ohio University Heritage College of Medi-
cine’s Office of Rural and Underserved Pro-
grams, including two medical students, in 
learning the priorities of the NRHA and advo-
cating for the rural agenda on Capitol Hill.  
Visits were held with senators and representa-
tives to highlight the challenges and opportu-
nities in rural health care.  The group met 
with Jo Shonkwiler, MD., health policy advisor 
to Senator Rob Portman, Congressman Bill 
Johnson, Congressman Steve Stivers, as well 
as staff of Congressman Pat Tiberi and Sena-
tor Sherrod Brown.  Materials highlighting  

 
some of the programmatic successes of IPAC 
were provided to the senators, congressmen, 
and their staff during these meetings.   
 
Some of the particular challenges of our region 
were also discussed.  Specific  topics linked to 
our LAUNCH efforts include behavioral health 
CPT codes, telehealth reimbursement, and the 
need to recognize all behavioral health provid-
ers in policies in order to ensure our entire 
workforce is leveraged to address the health 
needs in rural communities.    
 
This travel was supported by the NRHA State 
Rural Health Association Technical Assistance 
grant and Ohio University’s Heritage College of 
Osteopathic Medicine.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact:   
giulianj@ohio.edu 

National Rural Health Association’s (NRHA)  
2014 Rural Health Policy Institute 
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Late last year, the U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services (HHS) teamed up with the 
U.S. Department of Education and key players 
in the philanthropic community to fund a study 
titled, “The Science of Children Birth to Age 8:  
Deepening and Broadening the Foundation for 
Success.”   The study was conducted by the 
National Academies of Science and will result in 
a consensus report on how the science of chil-
dren’s health, learning and development from 
birth to age 8 can inform how we prepare a 
workforce to seamlessly support children’s de-
velopment and education.  Support would in-
clude standards and expectations, instructional 
practices, preparation and professional devel-
opment, as well as family engagement across 
diverse contexts (e.g., rural/urban) and popu-
lations (e.g., immigrant children, dual language 
learners, and children at risk for developmental 
delays and disabilities).   
 
This unique public-private initiative will help in-
form the field of the most recent advances in 
developmental science and use that knowledge 
to determine the skills and competencies early 
childhood teachers must have to meet the de-
veloping needs of young children.  Teacher 
skills and competencies will be mapped onto 
children’s developmental needs, from birth to 
age 8 so that we can assure that the expertise 
of the workforce is truly aligned with what sci-
ence tells us children need.   
 
A public information gathering session was held 
in Washington, DC  on Feb. 28, 2014, to obtain 
input from stakeholders interested in the devel-
opmental science, care and education of chil-
dren from birth to age 8. 
 
The study is funded by HHS Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA), Admin-
istration for Children and Families (ACF), and 
the Office of Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion.   

 
The philanthropies partnering to fund the 
study are the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation and the Robert 
K. McCormick Foundation.  HHS is excited to 
collaborate with these partners to assure that 
the youngest Americans have the highest 
quality teachers who will prepare them to  
excel in school and beyond.  
 
For additional information:   
http://www.iom.edu/Activities/Children/
BirthToEight.aspx 

The Science of Children Birth to Age 8:   
Deepening & Broadening the Founda on for Success 



 Race to the Top‐Early Learning Challenge Grant  

ODH Update:                                                                                                     

Regional Health Promotion Consultants provide on-site training, answer 
questions by phone/email/in person and provide technical assistance to 
Ohio’s early care and learning professionals to promote the health, safety 
and well-being of infants, toddlers and preschoolers.   Some trainings are 
Early Childhood Ohio-approved.    

 

We would like to welcome Sarah Rowan, RD to the state's Health Promo-
tion Consultant Delivery Network. Sarah will be providing Health Promo-

tion's work in Region 10 (Athens & Hocking counties).   Jennifer Blackburn, LPN is the 
Health Promotion Consultant for Region 11 (Meigs & Vinton counties). 
 Topics include: 

 Ages & Stages Questionnaires-3® (ASQ-3) 

 Ages & Stages Questionnaires®: Social-Emotional (ASQ:SE) 

 Allergy & Food Allergy Management 

 Asthma Management 

 Diapering Procedure Assistance 

 Early Learning & Development Standards: Physical Well-Being and Motor Development for Infants/
Toddlers and Preschoolers 

 Emergency Preparedness 

 Hand Washing & Sanitizing 

 Inclusive Care for Children with Special Needs 

 Menu Development and Nutrition Topics 

 Ohio Healthy Program Training: Healthy Children, Healthy Weights 

 Oral Health 

 Playground Safety 

 Safe Sleep 

Register online for community-wide health trainings https://login.occrra.org 

For general information about the Health Promotion Consultant Network, contact the Ohio Child Care 
Resource & Referral Association (OCCRRA) www.occrra.org or 1-877-547-6978 

 Workforce Development 

 

For more information contact:  

Sarah Rowan: srowan@occrra.org;  

Jennifer Blackburn:  jblackburn@occrra.org;  

Melissa Courts:  melissa.courts@odh.ohio.gov 
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Workforce  Deve lopment  

For more information, contact  Valerie.alloy@mha.ohio.gov 
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Wednesday, May 7     IPAC Meeting 
1 p.m.                         Herbert Westcoat Memorial Library 
                                  120 North Market Street, McArthur, OH  45651 
 

IPAC Board Member Selected for Healthcare Fellowship 
 
Anne Rubin, Chair of IPAC, is one of 24 senior-level staff from legal aid agencies in 
21 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico selected to participate in a new fel-
lowship to build healthcare expertise in the legal aid community sponsored by the Na-
tional Center for Medical Legal Partnership at the George Washington University, 
School of Public Health & Health Services.  Congratulations, Anne! 
For information about the Healthcare Fellowship:  
http://hosted-p0.vresp.com/1331757/b8b3332e4f/ARCHIVE#like 
 

 

Title V Maternal and Child Health Five-Year Needs Assessment 

The Ohio Department of Health, (ODH) Division of Family & Community Health Ser-
vices, (DFCHS) kicked off it’s Title V Maternal and Child Health Block Grant Five Year 
Needs Assessment process.   This Needs Assessment will determine the Block Grant 
funding priorities for the next five years and determine how Title V funds are allocated 
to support maternal and child health programs across the state.  Your voice is critical 
in helping us identify the needs and priorities for women, infants, children and youth, 
children with special healthcare needs and families in the Southeast region of the 
state.  The deadline for completing the survey was March 31, 2014.   Thanks to every-

one who completed the survey.  Invitations to complete the survey 
were sent to 2700 stakeholders with more than 700 responses to 
date.  For more information on the Fact Sheet pictured on the left, 
copy and past the following link to your browser: 

http://prodauth.odh.ohio.gov/sitecore/shell/Controls/Rich%20Text%
20Editor//~/media/ODH/ASSETS/Files/mch/NAFactSheet.ashx  

Coming soon will be a survey targeting consumers.  We will provide more information 
on how individuals you serve can access the survey.  

There will also be opportunities to provide feedback about the specific needs of your 
community through community forums held in locations near you.   

For more information, contact theresa.seagraves@odh.ohio.gov 
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