Ohio Department of Health

246 N. High Street News Release
Columbus, OH 43215

John R. Kasich / Governor You i
Theodore E. Wymyslo, M.D. [ Director E
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 16, 2012

Contact: Office of Public Affairs, 614.644.8562

State Department of Health Releases List of All Ohio Health Care Providers Who
Purchased Medications from New England Compounding Center
Providers Urged to Contact Every Patient

COLUMBUS — The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) is encouraging all health care providers to follow-
up with patients who received any injectable products from New England Compounding Center (NECC)
since May 2012. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has provided states with a list
from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) of all facilities that purchased NECC products during that
time frame. ODH is making the list of the 64 Ohio facilities available online to aid in the outreach to
patients. The list includes any provider who bought a NECC product since May 21, 2012, even topical
products, which FDA has indicated are low- or no-risk products.

“We are working with health care providers to reach out to patients, but we need two-way
communication,” said Dr. Ted Wymyslo, Director at ODH. “At this time, ODH does not have a count on
the number of patients that received drugs in the expanded recall list. Since this investigation is changing
so rapidly, it's critical that Ohioans who received these injections or solutions be informed and watch
closely for any change in how they are feeling.”

ODH used a statewide health emergency alerting system to contact health care providers and hospitals
throughout the state with this additional guidance from FDA. Local health departments are being tasked
with calling each facility in their jurisdiction and supporting those facilities with patient outreach. ODH
expects every patient who received a recalled injection to be contacted.

Unlike bacterial or viral meningitis, fungal meningitis cannot be spread person-to-person. Ohio currently
has seven cases of fungal meningitis (no deaths), all linked to back injections with steroids distributed by
NECC. The case numbers for Ohio could change as CDC adjusts their case definition and Ohio further
evaluates each patient.

Crawford County: 40, female

Hamilton County: 65, male

Marion County: 55, female; 45, male; 47, female; 50, female
Morrow County: 39, female

The medication at the center of the recall is a widely distributed steroid medication used to treat back pain
and is administered by injection. Medication provided by NECC may be contaminated with a fungus that
has led to some patients to develop a rare form of fungal meningitis (brain infection) and stroke.
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http://www.odh.ohio.gov/~/media/ODH/ASSETS/Files/web%20team/features/OH%20facilities%20receiving%20NECC%20meds%20from%20May21-Oct%203%202012%20Ohio

On October 3, 2012, the company ceased all production and initiated recall of all methylprednisolone
acetate (a steroid medication) and other drug products prepared for injections in and around the spinal
cord (known as intrathecal administration). On October 6, NECC announced a recall of all its products. A
complete list of all products subject to this recall can be accessed here. ODH alerted health care
providers in Ohio to inform them of symptoms that could be cause by the tainted drug as well as updated
lists of recalled products. ODH teamed with local public health departments and other resources such as
law enforcement to contact every patient who received an injection with methylprednisolone acetate.

ODH'’s call for additional outreach to patients comes after the FDA reported that two transplant patients
with Aspergillus fumigatus infection were administered NECC cardioplegic solution during surgery. FDA
has not confirmed that these two infections were, in fact, caused by an NECC product. The cases did not
occur in Ohio.
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ODH Updates: http://bit.ly/OHMeningitisLinkedtoSteroid

CDC Updates: http://www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/meningitis.html
FDA Updates: http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/default.htm



http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm322979.htm
http://bit.ly/OHMeningitisLinkedtoSteroid
http://www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/meningitis.html
http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/default.htm

