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STATE OF OHIO TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR PANDEMIC FLU PLANNING 
$50.7 million will help state and local health departments prepare for H1N1 

  
COLUMBUS – The State of Ohio will receive an additional $29.8 million in federal pandemic preparedness funds 
from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to use toward vaccination for H1N1 flu in the coming 
months. This third phase of funding brings the total to $50.7 million issued to Ohio since July. The funds will be 
used to implement H1N1 vaccine planning completed in Phases I and II. 
  
The majority of funds from the first two phases were distributed to Ohio’s 131 local health departments (LHD). 
Approximately 85 percent of Phase I and 94 percent of Phase II funds were given to LHDs to assist in their 
planning efforts for vaccination, antiviral distribution and community mitigation. While the allocation in this third 
phase has not yet been determined, the percentage for LHDs will be substantial.  
  
“This federal funding is proof positive of the importance given to planning and implementation efforts aimed at 
H1N1 flu,” Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Director Alvin D. Jackson, M.D., said. “Ensuring the health and 
safety of all Ohioans during a pandemic of flu and other public health emergencies is a top priority for ODH and its 
partners.” 
  
In addition to the funding designated for public health planning, $3.4 million was given to Ohio to enable 
community hospitals to enhance health care workforce protection and develop a comprehensive coalition strategy 
for optimization of health care. About 71 percent of these funds were directed to planning at the local hospital level.
  
Because an H1N1 vaccine is expected to be provided to states from the federal government this autumn, grant 
monies will not be used to buy supplies of vaccine or antiviral medications. 
  
Jackson reminded Ohioans of how they should help prevent the spread of colds and flu: “Wash your hands, cover 
your coughs and sneezes and if you do become sick, avoid contact with others.” 
  
ODH provides information about pandemic flu at its Web site http://www.odh.ohio.gov or by phone at 1-866-800-
1404 during business hours. 
  
Contact: Ohio Department of Health, Office of Public Affairs 614-644-8562. 
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