NEWS RELEASE Governor Bob Taft

GOVERNOR AND HHS SECRETARY HOLD
PANDEMIC FLU PREPAREDNESS SUMMIT

COLUMBUS (February 17, 2006) — Governor Bob Taft and U.S. Health and Human Services
(HHS) Secretary Mike Leavitt today held the Ohio Pandemic Flu Preparedness Summit to
address plans at the state and local levels to ensure Ohio is prepared in the event of an outbreak.
HHS has announced Ohio will receive $3.2 million in federal funding for pandemic planning
efforts.

“The H5N1 avian influenza, also known as bird flu, has reawakened Ohio, the United States and
the world community to the very real possibility of another influenza pandemic,” said Taft.

“Real action in response to a future threat will come at the local level, and this summit helps
Ohio’ s key business, community and local government leaders coordinate and make preparations
now to protect our citizens.”

More than 600 health, emergency management, agriculture, business and community leaders
representing all parts of Ohio attended the summit, held at the Columbus Convention Center.
During the summit, Taft and Leavitt signed an agreement detailing the federal government’srole
in providing planning assistance to states and financial resources for pandemic preparedness.

“Pandemics are global in nature but their effects are always local, so | am pleased Governor Taft
istaking aleadership role to prepare Ohio for thisthreat,” Secretary Leavitt said. “Pandemic
planning needs to address how schools, businesses, public agencies, faith-based organizations
and others participate in pandemic preparedness. With this meeting, local officials can identify
needs specific to Ohio communities and begin crucia coordination to assure readinessif a
pandemic outbreak strikes.”

In addition to Taft and Leavitt, summit speakers included Dr. Julie Gerberding, director of the
Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention; Chet Lunner, acting director of state and local
government coordination, U.S. Department of Homeland Security; and Dr. Susan Skorupski,
area veterinarian in charge, U.S. Department of Agriculture. State officials, community leaders
and industry representatives also participated in a panel discussion regarding interagency
approaches to pandemic planning.

“Everyone — local businesses, the agricultural community and private citizens — needs to better

prepare in their own communities,” said Ohio Department of Health Director J. Nick Baird,
M.D. “Ohioans must get informed, be prepared and work together.”
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Ohio’s Pandemic Flu Preparedness Plan, devel oped two years ago and subsequently revised, is
an integrated planning and response approach led by the Ohio Department of Health, along with
the Ohio departments of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Public Safety, as well as the State of
Ohio Security Task Force and The Ohio State University. Preparations for and response to
pandemic flu remains one of the highest priorities of the Taft Administration and is atop priority
of the Ohio Department of Health.

A pandemic isaglobal disease outbreak. An influenza pandemic occurs when anew flu virus
emerges for which people have little or no immunity. The disease spreads easily from person to
person, causes serious illness and can sweep across the country and around the world in avery
short time. Currently, much attention is focused on avian influenza, or bird flu, as the possible
cause of a pandemic. However, it isimportant to note that avian flu is not easily transmitted
from human to human and there is no evidence of bird flu in the United States.
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For more information about Ohio’s Pandemic Flu Preparedness Plan, visit
http: //mww.odh.ohio.gov

Media Contacts. Ohio Department of Health, Office of Public Affairs, 614-644-8562; or
Mark Rickel, Governor’s Press Secretary, at (614) 644-0957.



